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The XXXVI Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) took place at the headquarters of the OAS on October 19 and 20, 2004.  Many of the presentations and speeches given can be seen on the web page: www.summit-americas.org.  The following is a summary of the meeting that proceeded in accordance with the following agenda:

Welcoming address by Ambassador John Biehl, Director of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs, OAS

The Director of the OAS Department of Democratic and Political Affairs reiterated OAS support to the Summit Process and to the Chair, held by Argentina, to ensure the success of the preparatory work for the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  He also referred to the basic document presented by Argentina, and said that its proposal represented an effort to bring the Summit closer to the people.  He noted that this is an important point, since the Summits appear to be exclusive meetings, whereas the objective is to reach out to the people and to give greater democratic legitimacy to governments.  He said the content of the paper presented by the Chair is evidence of this as it seeks to achieve concrete results and find solutions to the problems that most affect the region.  Ambassador Biehl concluded by saying that the OAS will do everything it can to ensure that the Fourth Summit of the Americas is a Summit of the people.

Address by Ambassador Jorge Taiana, Secretary of Foreign Relations, Ministry of Foreign Relations of Argentina and Chairman of the SIRG

Ambassador Taiana referred to the importance of this meeting as the beginning of the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas.  He said that at the SIRG meeting in Quito, Ecuador, the Foreign Ministers adopted the following theme, which was well received by all the countries:  “Creating employment to confront poverty and strengthen democratic governance.”  Ambassador Taiana stated that this theme contains concepts that represent the major challenges of the region.  At the meeting, Argentina presented its vision of the Summit and indicated that it was looking forward to receiving the inputs of the other governments.  The theme of “economic growth with equity to reduce poverty” was also discussed as part of the follow-up to the Declaration of Nuevo León adopted at the Special Summit. 

In his opening address, Ambassador Taiana also mentioned the need to exchange views to determine specific activities in support of the theme, and more specifically, with regard to creating employment as a tool for reducing poverty in order to fulfill the millennium goals while strengthening democratic governance.  The Chair also referred to the importance of the contributions of all countries and civil society, and to the need to foster dialogue with labor unions and small and medium-sized enterprises.  Moreover, he highlighted the important role of international organizations and the participation of the ILO in the preparatory work.

Ambassador Taiana took the opportunity to thank the former SIRG Chairs of the SIRG for having marked the way.  He also expressed appreciation to regional and international organizations for their contributions, and to the Office for the Summit Process of the OAS for its support.  Finally, he mentioned the importance of the national reports, and said that since the last SIRG meeting in June, national reports have so far been received from Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, El Salvador, United States, Mexico, Panama, and Uruguay. Executive summaries of these reports were distributed in the room and are also available on the web page.

First plenary session

Follow-up of the Commitments:  Economic growth with equity to reduce poverty

The Chair said that the goal of the presentations in the morning session was to obtain information from international institutions to give a general overview of the status of certain problems related to the theme of economic growth with equity to reduce poverty.  This would provide a general picture of the situation in certain areas, such as small and medium-sized enterprises, competition, and employment. 

Presentation by  Jane Thery, Principal Specialist, Office for the Summit Process, OAS, on indicators in the area of economic growth with equity to reduce poverty.

In her presentation, Ms. Thery said that the Office for the Summit Process of the OAS had made an effort to compile various indicators reflecting the current status of certain issues in the region related to the commitments assumed in the Declaration of Nuevo León.  Many of these issues are also related to the mandates of the Quebec Summit.  This presentation provided delegates with some basic information for measuring progress achieved in the future.  In her presentation, Ms. Thery referred to indicators provided by various institutions on poverty, income distribution, economic growth, unemployment, debt management, business development, small and medium-sized enterprises, property registration, and remittances.

By way of recommendations for using indicators to measure progress achieved, Ms. Thery said that the base years had to be defined and the usefulness of the indicators evaluated, and that the indicators could be employed to show the progress achieved in implementing Summit mandates.

Presentation by Alvaro Ramirez, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), on Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMES)

Mr. Ramirez began by referring to the situation of small and medium-sized enterprises in Latin America and the Caribbean, and then to IDB instruments in support of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises and finally to the future challenges.  In his presentation, Mr. Ramirez said that micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises account for 99% of total businesses and supply 70% of jobs and that most of these enterprises are in traditional sectors of production, trade, and services.  They have very low levels of exports and face strong competition.  Some of the problems affecting SMEs are limited access to financing, difficult access to markets, and little business cooperation, among others.  The major instruments used by the IDB to support SMEs include support projects of the Multilateral Investment Fund (FOMIN) and credit programs for micro-businesses.  The IDB provides loans for specific projects and sector loans.  In some cases, the executing agency is the government, and in others is the private sector.  Mr. Ramirez also pointed out that support was also given to SMEs by creating and disseminating know-how.

As for the challenges facing SMEs in the future, they include the new requirements for market access, access to financing, incorporation of new technologies, and an adequate institutional and regulatory environment, among others.

Presentation by Eugenio Sánchez, Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), on small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)

The representative of CABEI referred to the importance of micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises to the development of Central America and the obstacles to their growth.  Mr. Sánchez said that access to financing is the major obstacle.  He also mentioned problems in regularizing enterprises, market access, and the lack of management and business training, among others.  Mr. Sánchez concluded his presentation by referring to the CABEI’s strategy of support for SMEs.  This strategy focuses on boosting and strengthening the regional financial market and on facilitating access to credit.

Presentation by Bernardo Requena, Andean Development Corporation (CAF) on competition

Mr. Requena presented a diagnosis of the region’s competitiveness and the impact on the social situation.  Competitiveness in the region has not improved as expected, since there are severe deficiencies at the micro and macro levels.  He further pointed out that economic growth in Latin America had been weak and volatile, and that the gap between it and industrialized countries has continued to widen.  The export sector could be an engine for growth, but its performance had been weak in comparison with other regions.  The region is overly dependent on primary exports, institutions are frail, and the people have lost confidence.  Social conditions have worsened, and progress in achieving the millennium goals has been irregular.  He went on to refer to CAF’s experience in the area of competitiveness.  Finally, Mr. Requena mentioned that the Corporation had created a new area for social and environmental development to support business initiatives that entail social and environmental benefits.

Presentation of  Virgilio Levaggi, International Labor Organization (ILO)

Mr. Levaggi spoke of the different Summits of the Americas and the mandates emanating from them.  He stated that the shortage of jobs affects the most vulnerable groups, such as women.  Moreover, poverty and inequality put democratic systems to the test.  According to surveys, poverty is the main cause of discrimination.  Mr. Levaggi pointed out that the ILO had developed the concept of decent work to include different factors comprising a good job, including quality employment that respects fundamental labor rights with social protection and the right to representation and participation.  In addition, he mentioned that management-employee dialogue is necessary to ensure that everyone can contribute to the development, and that democracy is the best system to ensure that.  He also stated that it was essential to establish institutions to promote business development and productive investment.

The representative of ECLAC asked for the floor to report that the main theme of this year’s ECLAC meeting was productive development in open economies, and that it had discussed the issues of work, social inclusion, and productive development.

Comments from Member States about the implementation of mandates in the area of Economic Growth with Equity to Reduce Poverty, achievements and challenges

Government representatives welcomed Ambassador John Biehl, thanked the Chair for the opportunity to listen to the presentations of the institutions, and indicated that the information presented was very useful.  They also reported on their national programs to promote economic growth with equity in order to reduce poverty. 

For instance, the Brazilian delegation mentioned the importance of reducing economic and social marginalization, and reported it was working to fulfill the commitments assumed at the Summits through a program to combat poverty and hunger.  International cooperation is extremely important, and so mention should be made of the initiative of the meeting to strengthen the commitment to combat poverty held in New York on September 20, 2004. 

The delegations of the United States, Colombia, Argentina, and Chile, which presented their national reports at the meeting, referred to their content.  Most of the countries agreed that economic growth is not sufficient, although it is necessary, and that it was crucial to emphasize social development and equity.  More specifically, they referred to the importance of issues such as the FTAA, remittances, SMEs, property registration, employment, international trade, unemployment insurance systems, and strengthening of government institutions.

The Venezuelan delegation referred to the importance of democracy and the need to emphasize social development.  It also said that the challenge of the Americas is to combat poverty by creating decent jobs. There is a social deficit, and a need to draft a Social Charter.  Creating jobs is also related to good democratic governance.  A broader concept of democracy should be developed to include social justice and political, economic, and social rights.

The Brazilian delegation said that it would submit a report on work to comply with the mandates of the Summit, and referred to national programs such as the program to eliminate hunger and poverty (FOMISER). 

The Canadian delegation highlighted the importance of three aspects of the Summit process and fulfillment of its mandates:  accountability, and the importance of showing concrete results; the remaining challenges, including one of the greatest challenges, Haiti and restoration of democracy there; and, greater credibility.

The delegation of Grenada spoke on the impact of the hurricanes in the Caribbean, a situation that should be taken into account, since infrastructure has been destroyed, and jobs, property, and lives lost.  The vulnerability of the Caribbean islands has been clearly demonstrated by the effects of hurricane Ivan.  The situation in the Caribbean was not included in the presentations made during the morning session.  Natural disasters have affected economic growth in Grenada.  This is an item that should be on the agenda of the Fourth Summit of the Americas.

The Bolivian delegation made a brief summary of the current situation and highlighted the Bolivian strategy for poverty reduction which concentrates the new efforts in the development of micro, small and medium productive enterprises, with a focus on the development of band width which privileges the creation of employment and income. Also, they reported on the Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Development, to take place in Santa Cruz de, Bolivia in September 2005.

The Haitian delegation thanked the entire Hemisphere for its solidarity and stated that the country’s situation posed a social, political, and economic challenge to the region.

Second plenary session: Preparations for the Fourth Summit

Presentation and discussion of the conceptual document on the theme of “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, Ambassador Jorge Taiana, Secretary of Foreign Relations, Ministry of Foreign Relations of Argentina and Chair of the SIRG
Ambassador Taiana presented the conceptual document on the theme proposed by Argentina.  During his statement, the SIRG Chairman highlighted the relationship between the Declaration of Nuevo León and the three concepts contained in the theme proposed by Argentina, namely, work, poverty, and democratic governance, which represent a major concern of the countries in the Hemisphere.  Ambassador Taiana pointed out that the new element in the proposed theme is the emphasis on creation of work, and he explained that the document promotes the incorporation of policies to create work.  He further noted that at times we speak of work and other times of employment.  When we refer to employment, we leave out the concept of self-employment, and we are speaking more in terms of the relationship between an employer and employee.  The SIRG Chairman also said that they were contemplating ways of restoring part of the market power of society by including marginal sectors. 

Moreover, Ambassador Taiana indicated that consideration has been given to relating efforts to combat poverty to a more dynamic insertion into the global economy, by seeking to boost a growing diversification of productive bases in developing countries of the Hemisphere.  He also referred to the need to ensure more effective links between education, training of the work force, and research, on the one hand, and policies for promotion of productive networks to export products with a larger technological content, on the other.  In addition, he highlighted the importance of SMEs and of providing an adequate institutional environment, taking into account the many different features of each country.  However, it is possible to identify a series of general traits, such as the following ones: effective government; ensuring that hemispheric security, solidarity, and integration plans are accompanied by a reduction in inequality among countries; and a reduction of the obstacles that prevent us from generating more wealth through trade.  Finally, Ambassador Taiana said that the preliminary document proposes a series of national activities to help create more and better jobs.

The countries then expressed their appreciation for the presentation, and commented on the conceptual document.  These comments can be summed up as follows:

 Praise for and general approval of the theme and the conceptual document presented by Argentina.  The theme of employment and the creation of jobs is highly appropriate given the situation in the region.

 Importance of generating quality, decent employment (Brazil)

 Relationship between promotion of work and activities to fight poverty and hunger  (Brazil)

 Employment should serve as a common reference for macroeconomic policies (Brazil)

 Theme of social justice is fundamental (Venezuela)

 The employment-work relationship should be revised (Venezuela)

 New concept of work as a social need (Venezuela)

 Establishment of participatory democracy to confront poverty (Venezuela)

 Creation of jobs is a broad area that should involve governments and various sectors of society (Mexico, Venezuela)

 Reference to migrant workers and respect for labor rights (nondiscrimination and fair remuneration) (Mexico, Peru, Paraguay)

 Reference to the positive and negative impact of trade agreements on employment (Mexico, Colombia)

 Reference to the subject of safety and occupational health, coordinating activities in the labor and health sectors (Mexico, Antigua and Barbuda)

 For the Summit, a short but substantive document that reflects the current problems in the region is needed (Peru)

 Support for an emphasis on SMEs (United States)

 Importance of training and education (United States, Colombia, Costa Rica)

 Importance of institutional and environmental surroundings (United States)

 Strengthening of democratic governance is essential (United States, Chile, Paraguay, Honduras)

 The Fourth Summit of the Americas should further the specific commitments of the Declaration of Nuevo León, show progress, and maintain the importance and dynamic nature of the Summit process (United States)

 Focus on social development mechanisms and public policies (Colombia)

 Fighting poverty is a critical issue (Colombia)

 Need to be more specific with regard to labor rights (Chile)

 Importance of follow-up and implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (Chile)

 Need for complementarity between national efforts and international reforms (Chile)

 Importance of coordination with ministerial processes (Chile, Bolivia)

 The Fourth Summit of the Americas should build on the basis of previous Summits and follow through on their themes (Canada)

 Institutional partners should be involved from the outset of the process (Canada)

 Emphasis of trade liberalization (Canada)

 The rules of the International Monetary Fund pertaining to infrastructure should not be changed (Canada)

 Importance of an independent judiciary (Paraguay)

 The Summit should focus on improving the well-being of individuals, and promoting morale and efficiency in the workplace (Antigua and Barbuda)

 Strengthening of the reference to integration of macroeconomic policies and the relationship between governments, employers, and employees (Dominican Republic)

 Consideration for the theme of gender equality (Chile, Dominican Republic)

 Consideration for the external debt problem (Ecuador)

 Linkage between economic and social policies (El Salvador)

 Importance of sustainable development, including the issue of natural disasters (Bolivia)

 Question regarding a possible meeting of Finance Ministers (Panama)

In addition, some institutions (IDB, IICA, ILO) presented comments which are summed up as follows:

It is important to take an integral approach to the subject, and to ensure that the participation of management and employees is included in the document.  Some fundamental issues that should be taken into account are the informal sector, the link between social dialogue and democratic governance, and the agricultural and rural sectors

Proposal of work Plan for the next SIRG meetings.  Budgetary report of the SIRG Specific Fund. 

The Chair thanked the countries for their comments and asked delegations to present them in writing.  He also announced that the next SIRG meeting would be held in March 2005 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. In addition, the Chair announced that the schedule of meetings was distributed in the room, as well as a report on the SIRG Specific Fund.  On this point, he reminded countries of the need to make contributions to this fund.

Presentation of the format of the meeting with civil society for the following day

The Chair informed on the dialogue with civil society, which would last approximately three hours and would be moderated by the Office for the Summit Process of the OAS, who would offer the floor to civil society organizations and then to governments.  Every civil society organization would have a maximum of five minutes to speak.  It was further decided that the conceptual document would be distributed to civil society so that they could refer to the theme for the Fourth Summit in their presentations.

At the end of the session, the Chairman of SIRG took the opportunity to pronounce words of farewell to Ambassador Marc Lortie, who led the preparatory work for the Quebec Summit.

Wednesday, 20 October

Hall of the Americas

Main building

17 St. & Constitution Av.

Consultations with civil society on the priorities for the Fourth Summit of the Americas 

On October 20, 2004, the SIRG held consultations with civil society organizations.  On this occasion, 26 civil society representatives exchanged experiences and points of view with the representatives of Member States and multilateral agencies on the theme of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, “Creating Employment to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” and on other matters which were discussed at previous Summits and that are part of the hemispheric agenda.

At the beginning of the meeting, Ambassador Taiana, Secretary of Foreign Relations of the Ministry of Foreign Relations and Chairman of SIRG, welcomed the civil society organizations, thanked them for coming, and highlighted the importance of their participation.  He stressed the need for active participation by civil society in the preparatory process leading up to the Fourth Summit.  Ambassador Taiana referred to the importance of receiving comments on the document presented by Argentina on the theme of the Fourth Summit, and offered civil society organizations an opportunity to present their views on the document prior to November 30, 2004. 


He then introduced Marcela Bordenave as the person responsible for civil society participation on the Argentine Delegation, and referred to cooperation with the Office for the Summit Process of the OAS and the Office of the President of the Fourth Summit, to ensure participation of civil society in the process.

John Biehl, Director of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat, then spoke on the relevance of the document presented by Argentina for the Fourth Summit, and emphasized the need to receive comments from civil society organizations.  On behalf of the Acting Secretary General, Mr. Biehl pointed to the need to enhance cooperation between civil society and Member States so as to identify more opportunities for growth and development in the region.  He also said that these organizations had made positive contributions in areas that modern bureaucracies could not reach.  He went on to highlight the relevance of joint efforts of governments and civil society organizations to ensure the impact of the Summits of the Americas on the hemispheric agenda. 

Jane Thery, Principal Specialist of the Office for the Summit Process of the OAS, moderated the dialogue and spoke of activities planned by that Office to ensure the participation of civil society in the Fourth Summit of the Americas. Ms. Thery mentioned four events in particular:  1) a roundtable with civil society on November 22 and 23, 2004 in Washington D.C. 
; a seminar in the Caribbean in January 2005; a forum with civil society in March 2005; and, a dialogue with civil society during the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Fort Lauderdale.  Twelve organizations made five-minute presentations, in which they presented their views on the theme of the Fourth Summit and on other items on the inter-American agenda.  It is worth noting that the Office for the Summit Process of the OAS distributed all the documents presented by civil society to the other organizations and to the Member States. 

The following organizations took the floor: National Wildlife Federation, Red Interamericana para la Democracia, Global Rights-Partners for Justice, Fundación Paz Mundial, Inter-American Dialogue, Coalición Internacional de Organizaciones de los Derechos Humanos de las Américas, Centro Estudios Interamericanos Universidad Laval, American Association for the Advancement of Science, Nacional League of Cities, Partners of the Americas, and National Coalition on Caribbean Affairs. These organizations presented their views on issues such as sustainable development, citizen participation, the need to take into account the difference between the concepts of work and employment, and on the importance of guaranteeing the universal right to peace and to life.  In addition, civil society representatives called attention to the need to coordinate a joint response to trafficking of persons, to strengthen the inter-American human rights system, to promote greater transparency, to ensure more resources for primary and secondary education, and to adopt more effective policies for teaching science, technology, and mathematics.  Moreover, they pointed to the need for greater freedom of the press and for implementing a gender equity policy.  They also referred to the importance of developing programs to alleviate poverty and promote decentralization and local governments.

Finally, the governments of Canada, Guatemala, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Chile, Mexico, Argentina, Guyana, Brazil, Trinidad and Tobago, Ecuador, and the United States referred to the positive contributions of civil society to the Summit process and to the leadership of the Argentine delegation in producing the theme document.  They also welcomed the proposals made during the plenary session and pledged to promote the participation of civil society in the Summit of the Americas Process.  At the end of the meeting, Ambassador Taiana assured participants that the dialogue with civil society would be institutionalized, and emphasized the importance of working with networks of non-governmental organizations in channeling and disseminating information, and the need to increase the participation of civil society in the Caribbean and other sub regions of the Americas.  Ambassador Taiana further reported that civil society organizations could present their comments in writing on the basic document before the next month.  At the end of the meeting, Ambassador Maisto, National Coordinator of the United States, invited representatives of civil society and governments to a luncheon to exchange ideas.
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� Dates to be confirmed by the Office for the Summit Process of the OAS.





