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The Seventh Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas took place in Managua, Nicaragua from October 1 to 5, 2006. Defense Ministers and high level authorities from OAS Member States agreed upon efforts to increase multilateral military cooperation and proposed joint efforts to achieve common goals.  The Ministers exchanged experiences and reached consensus on a series of agreements to face regional challenges.  
The OAS Secretary General, José Miguel Insulza, opened the Conference with an intervention that sought to define regional defense tasks and urged Member States to continue working closely for further international cooperation.  The Secretary General noted the general peace in the region and identified priorities: averting conflict among Member States, resolving problems through dialogue and reconciliation, always employing legal means of settling disputes, and broadening integration processes.  Mr. Insulza cautioned Member States against identifying all regional problems as threats to security.  Social and economic problems affecting peoples of the Americas are at the root of many security issues yet regional leaders must not extend the concept of security to every arena of political and social problems, which could harm democracy, the Secretary General said.  Furthermore, the Secretary General stated that subordination of armed forces to civilian, democratic political authority has given them a more legitimate role in a democratic society.
The Defense Ministers adopted the Declaration of Managua, which recommends modernizing hemispheric defense and security institutions, strengthening the Inter-American Security System, fighting all forms of terrorism, joining forces for peacekeeping missions, combating the proliferation of small arms, and confronting transnational crime threats. Likewise, Ministers proposed closer collaboration at the subregional level to achieve common goals.  
The Defense Ministers agreed to follow up with cooperation in the key areas stated in the Declaration to face the challenges to the Inter-American Security System.  Defense Ministers proposed a subregional strategy in Central America to combat organized crime and drug trafficking; subregional strategies would contribute to the Inter-American Security System and the OAS Permanent Council Committee on Hemispheric Security.  In another form of cooperation, Defense Ministers agreed to strengthen capacity to undertake international peacekeeping and natural disaster missions, such as the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) force in Haiti.  Defense Ministers also discussed establishing a regional peacekeeping force for use in future UN peacekeeping missions.

Defense Ministers stressed support and cooperation for humanitarian demining activities. In a concrete measure, Nicaragua formalized its proposal to create an International School of Humanitarian Demining for which, it had received backing in August from the Inter-American Defense Board.  Graduates from the proposed school would receive training in demining techniques from the Nicaraguan Army Corps of Engineers and other international experts.
Defense Ministers pledged to fight all forms of terrorism in addition to confronting threats of transnational organized crime—drug trafficking, corruption, and trafficking in persons and small arms.  They recommended continuing with OAS coordination policies to combat small arms proliferation and portable anti-aircraft missiles.  Defense Ministers agreed to propose to their governments the possibility of supporting the Security Proliferation Initiative.  
Additionally, Defense Ministers will return to their home countries and consider proposals, initiatives, and conclusions from the conference thematic agenda in working groups: Cooperation in Multilateral Operations, Modernizing Defense Institutions, and Inter-American Security System Improvements.  The Defense Ministers accepted Canada’s offer to host the VIII Conference in 2008 and took note of the intention of Bolivia to host the IX Conference in 2010.
Representatives from civil society groups and regional international organizations observed the meeting, such as the Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies, the Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA), Instituto de Estudios Estratégicos y Políticas Públicas, the Inter-American Defense Board, CARICOM, the UN Department for Disarmament Affairs, and the Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO).  

The Conference continues its original objective of creating space every two years for debate and the exchange of experiences among the Ministers of Defense of the Americas, oriented toward the most relevant, strategic, and timely issues regarding hemispheric security and defense.   The Summits of the Americas Secretariat participated in the V and VI Conferences of Ministers of Defense in Chile in November of 2002 and Quito in November of 2004, respectively.  
Conferences of Ministers of Defense of the Americas trace their origins to the Summits of the Americas.  During the First Summit of the Americas, held in Miami in 1994, the need emerged to organize and connect Defense Ministries to press for further economic and international security.  A mandate from that Summit of the Americas led to the first Conference held in Williamsburg, Virginia.  Later, in the Second Summit of Santiago in 1998, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the value of discussing international security and defense themes.  In the Third Summit of the Americas in 2001, Heads of State and Government supported the work of the V Conference of Ministers of Defense, as Heads of State and Government supported the VI Conference of Ministers of Defense at the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata, Argentina.  
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