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Member States Convene to Asses Progress
 in the Fight against Corruption
The two bodies of the Follow-up Mechanism for the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) met in separate events in November and December to review and report on the advances made in implementing the Inter-American Convention Against Corruption (ICAC).
On November 20-21, the Conference of States Parties of MESICIC, the 28 OAS Member States that participate in the MESICIC process, convened to review the progress achieved in the implementation of the recommendations presented to the states in the first evaluation round and to consider adopting proposed additions to the Inter-American Cooperation Program Against Corruption (ICAC). As a result of this meeting, next text was approved for the ICAC, thus revising the original program adopted by the OAS General Assembly in 1997.

The Summit of the Americas Secretariat facilitated the participation and intervention of civil society organizations in the Agenda of this meeting, which included the presentation of a report on a series of recommendations for strengthening the methodology of the MESICIC, in part through on-site visits as part of the country review process, as well as by accelerating the pace of MESICIC reviews.

The 10th Plenary Meeting of the Committee of Experts of the MESICIC was held December 11-16, 2006 at OAS headquarters. The Committee of Experts is made up of individuals selected by each States Party to carry out the technical analysis of the implementation of the Convention, as well as facilitate technical cooperation within the framework of the Mechanism. During the course of the Plenary, the MESICIC Experts analyzed the preliminary draft reports from the Second Round of Review for Argentina, Paraguay, Nicaragua, Uruguay, Ecuador and Honduras.
The ICAC has been ratified by 33 OAS member states and was the first international legal instrument to address the issues of corruption and provides the region a means to promote and facilitate inter-country cooperation. The MESICIC is an instrument that allows the Member States of the OAS who have ratified the Convention to promote its implementation and follow up on the commitments agreed to in the Convention. It also facilitates technical cooperation activities; the exchange of information, experiences and best practices; and the harmonization of legislation. For more information on these bodies, please visit the website of the OAS Office of Legal Cooperation of the Department of International Affairs,
 http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/FightCur.html
