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9th Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus

The Ninth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples took place in Washington, D.C. from January 22 to 26, 2007.  Representatives from 19 member states and over 30 indigenous organizations gathered for this event which yielded progress in the themes of the Third Section regarding the Declaration. 

As noted, the articles reviewed and amended during this round of negotiations were part of the Third Section of the Draft Declaration.  As a result, the Working Group is closer to drawing up final versions of Article XII, entitled “Right to Cultural Identity”, Article XIII which deals with the “Systems of Knowledge, Language and Communications”, and Article XIV, “Education”.  These changes are reflected in the updated version of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”, which is the main reference document for this process.  

The spokesperson for the Indigenous Caucus drew attention to the efforts of several delegations toward producing a document that will benefit all indigenous peoples in the Americas, one that goes beyond national policies.  In addition, the Caucus underscores its recognition of the time-intensive nature and challenges of reaching consensus among countries with such diverse national policies; however, delegates from participating states and organizations expressed their continued commitment to this process.  

The negotiation process of consensus-building in other topics of the Draft Declaration that is ongoing will officially resume during the Tenth Meeting, which is scheduled to take place in April 2007 in Bolivia.  The main area of deliberation for these working sessions will consist of social, economic, and property rights.
