Job Creation in the Western Hemisphere:

Reviewing Best Practices and Setting a Policy Agenda


October 21, 2004

Army and Navy Club, 901 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC

Sponsored by the Bureaus of Intelligence and Research and Western Hemisphere Affairs, U.S. Department of State

8:30-9:00

Registration/Breakfast 

9:00-9:15

Welcome

· Roger Noriega, Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, U.S. Department of State

9:15-10:00

Overview of Job Creation in the Western Hemisphere

· William Maloney, Lead Economist, Latin America and the Caribbean, World Bank

10:00-10:15

Break

10:15-12:30

Panel: Success Stories in Job Creation 

· Moderator: Ben Fairfax, Director, INR Office of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of State

· North America: Donald Parsons, Professor and Chair of Department of Economics, The George Washington University

· Central America: Isaac Cohen, Chairman and CEO, Inverway, LLC

· Caribbean: Ralph Henry, Consultant, KAIRI Consultants

· South America: Roberto Abusada, Consultant, LatinSource

12:30-2:00

Lunch: Job Creation and the 2005 Summit of the Americas

· Introduction: Ambassador John Maisto, National Summit Coordinator, U.S. Department of State

· Keynote Address: Ambassador Jorge Taiana, Secretary of Foreign Affairs and National Summit Coordinator, Argentina

2:00-3:45

Panel: Policy Recommendations on Job Creation

· Moderator: Arnold Levine, Deputy Under Secretary for International Labor Affairs, U.S. Department of Labor

· Promoting SME Development: Jurgen Weller, Economic Affairs Officer, ECLAC

· Labor Policy Reforms and Labor Ministry Strengthening: Gustavo Marquez, Principal Labor Advisor, IDB

· Labor Market Training and Intermediation: Jacqueline Mazza, Senior Social Development Specialist, IDB

3:45-4:00

Break

4:00-5:00

Participant Roundtable Discussion 

· Moderator and Summary Remarks: Eric Farnsworth, Vice President, Council of the Americas
· Discussant: Krishna Urs, Director, WHA Office of Regional Economic Policy and Summit Coordination, U.S. Department of State
Note: Simultaneous interpretation between Spanish and English will be provided. 







