THE INTER-AMERICAN FORUM ON POLITICAL PARTIES (FIAPP)

The Inter-American Forum in the central part of an integral strategy of the OAS for the modernization and strengthening of political parties and party systems in the hemisphere.  In order to fulfill the mandates conferred by the member states in the last Summit of the Americas and in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, together with other organizations and key actors, established the Forum as a point of contact among parties, social sectors, academics, electoral authorities, media and international cooperation agencies.  The fundamental objective of the Forum is to contribute to processes of party strengthening and reform through dialogue, the exchange of experiences and the implementation of specific actions.  Complete information about the Forum and its activities can be found on the web page of the UPD:  www.upd.oas.org/fiapp.

THE THIRD ANNUAL MEETING, CARTAGENA, COLOMBIA

NOVEMBER 23 TO 25, 2003

The Unit for the Promotion of Democracy of the OAS will organize the Third Meeting of the FIAPP in Cartagenda de Indias, Colombia from November 23 to 25, 2003.  As was the case in the previous meetings (Miami 2001 and Vancouver 2002), some 120 leaders from most countries of the hemisphere will attend this event.  The UPD seeks to have a pluralistic audience with the participation of people from different institutions and ideologies while still maintaining national, regional and gender balance.  Discussions will focus on three general areas:  political party and campaign financing, new challenges for political parties in democratic governance and case studies of political reform efforts in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Peru and Central America.  The Third Meeting of the Forum will also serve to showcase the work of other institutions, such as the Inter-American Development Bank, the principal party foundations of Brazil, the Latin American Parliament, International IDEA, the Friedrich Naumann Foundation, the Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy as well as the National Democratic Institute and the International Republican Institute.

