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1. Adoption of the Agenda

In opening the meeting, Ambassador Miguel Camilo Ruiz, Chair of the SIRG, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Colombia, and National Coordinator for the Summits of the Americas Process, placed the meeting’s draft agenda before the delegations for their consideration; it was adopted without modifications.

2. Remarks by the Chair of the Meeting

· Welcoming address

The Chair of the SIRG welcomed the participants to the meeting and extended special greetings to the National Coordinators for the Summits of the Americas process and other delegates representing the member states, to the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza, to the representatives of the multilateral agencies that participate in the JSWG, and to the Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, David Morris.

· Presentation of Colombia’s priorities as Chair of the Summits Process, including current status of preparations for the Sixth Summit of the Americas

In his message to the first meeting of the SIRG held after his country assumed the chair of the process, the Chair stressed such factors as Colombia’s interest in facilitating political dialogue among the member states in order to ensure due follow-up of the commitments adopted at the Fifth Summit, complemented by the efforts of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat (SAS) to support the member states through SISCA.
The Vice Minister also said that in preparation for the next Summit, the Government of Colombia had begun to take steps to ensure both its success and its strengthening as a political forum. He initially summarized those steps as: ensuring the internal inter-institutional coordination of all its efforts; forging a strong cooperative relationship with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the OAS; taking the steps necessary to involve all interested parties in the process; leading the work of the SIRG (with advice from the Executive Council and the Steering Committee) and of the CISC; carrying out preliminary direct consultations with the hosts of previous summits regarding the Summit’s logistics requirements; and beginning consultations on the task of identifying the topics for the next Summit.  Those topics had to respond to the following criteria: crossborder in nature; of regional importance; dealing with current events and opportunities; on the agendas of the Hemisphere’s main stakeholders; executing agencies that allow progress to be made with meeting commitments; limit the number of topics to be addressed to return to areas that have already been dealt with, and consider new ways of following up on those old topics. 

The Chair added that Colombia was considering different options to ensure that the format to be used in the dialogues of the Heads of State and Government at the next Summit would enable them to examine the matters of greatest concern at the time that they meet in Cartagena, and that it was ensuring that the mandates formulated would reflect the region’s political interests, be practical, real, relevant, practicable, and measurable, and respond to the needs of the Hemisphere’s citizens. For the full text of this presentation, see: 

http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_041310/remarks_ruiz_sp.doc
· Delegates’ comments

The attending delegations commended the efforts made by Colombia in preparation for the Sixth Summit of the Americas and expressed their support, using words such as “healthy” to describe the process of consultations that had been launched into the themes and format of the next Summit. They also agreed to work on negotiating mandates of common interest that offered added value and the potential to improve the quality of life of the people’s of the Hemisphere, the coexistence and unity of the countries of the Americas, and the strengthening of the institutions of the inter-American system. They also noted their support for efforts aimed at the continuous improvement and strengthening of the process, and they underscored the essential role played in it by civil society.
3. Address by OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza

In his message, the Secretary General emphasized Colombia’s capacity and experience for organizing the Sixth Summit of the Americas, which could be seen in its hosting of the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly (2008), the annual governors’ meeting of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) in 2009, various high-level meetings under the aegis of the UN, and the 2010 World Economic Forum (WEF) on Latin America. 

The Secretary General stressed the priority placed on the process by the OAS and, consequently, by the General Secretariat; this, he said, could be seen in its support for the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and in its commitment toward Colombia as the host country of the Sixth Summit of the Americas.  The Secretary General reminded the participants that the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain was still in effect and that there was a need to ensure it received due follow-up, both by submitting national reports for consideration at the fortieth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to take place this June in Lima, Peru, and through the use of SISCA. He also underscored the relationship that exists between the Summits of the Americas, the inter-American ministerial meetings, and the OAS General Assembly, and said that the work of the OAS must be coordinated both before and after the 2012 Summit in Cartagena. For the full text of his speech, see:

http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_041310/remarks_insulza_sp.doc
4. Dialogue among the delegates on the ongoing implementation of the Fifth Summit’s commitments and methods for preparing and presenting national reports

· Presentation by the SAS on the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA)

The SAS gave a presentation on the current state of the work of SISCA, noting that preliminary informational visits had been made to several member states and a training workshop on the system had been held in Colombia.  The SAS reported on its constant efforts to feed the SISCA database with statistics to be used as reference points by its users.

The SAS explained that this mechanism assists the member states in reporting on their governments’ implementation of Summit commitments, while at the same offering new ways to promote transparency, exchange experiences and best practices, and even to assess the mandates themselves.  To access SISCA, go to:

http://www.oas.org/summit/sisca/Home/tabid/692/language/en-US/Default.aspx. 
· Presentation of publication on the Summits of the Americas process between the Fourth and Fifth Summits

In fulfillment of its mandate of acting as the institutional memory and technical secretariat of the Summits process, the SAS officially presented the SIRG with the publication it had produced entitled Official Documents of the Summits of the Americas Process: Volume V – From Mar del Plata (2005) to Port of Spain (2009).  This volume gathers together all the declarations issued at the Fifth Summit of the Americas (the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain and the Statement of the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago), the official texts adopted by the inter-American ministerial meetings held between the Fourth and Fifth Summits that were attended by all the member states, and an executive summary of the document From Mar del Plata to Port of Spain: A Report on the Summit of the Americas Process between the Fourth and Fifth Summits (November 2005 – April 2009), the full version of which has been classified as SIRG/O.1/doc.3/10. To access the full text of these publications, see: http://www.summit-americas.org/pubs/mdp_pos.pdf and 

http://www.summit-americas.org/pubs/summit_rep_2005-2009_sp.pdf
· Delegates’ comments

The delegations thanked the Secretariat for its endeavors to support them in reporting on the implementation of the Summit mandates. They also noted the added value that SISCA gives to the process: through the transparency it offers, as a user-friendly tool, and by facilitating the preparation of national reports. They suggested organizing regional training workshops to reduce costs, spoke of the coordination work that must continue among the member states’ foreign ministries and other government agencies to ensure proper follow-up of the Summit mandates and to strengthen the implementation process in general, and requested that templates or models be devised to assist the preparation of concrete, standardized national reports.

5. Dialogue with institutional partners of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) on their programs related to the Fifth Summit’s commitments

Following a video presentation produced to showcase the actions, programs, and efforts taken by the multilateral agencies that are members of the JSWG in pursuit of the mandates of the Fifth Summit, those agencies had an opportunity to exchange points of view with the SIRG on the impact of the Summits of the Americas on their work and their interest in continuing to support the preparations for the Sixth Summit.

The member states warmly applauded the valuable contributions made by the JSWG to the Summits process.  They congratulated them for the achievements made and also congratulated the SAS on the results attained through its coordination of the Group’s work; in addition, they expressed their support not only for the agencies, but for the synergy and collaboration maintained within the Group.

For the full text of the presentation on the JSWG member agencies’ achievements, see:

http://www.summit-americas.org/jswg/sirg_0410/jswg_sp.ppt and 

http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_041310/presentation_jswg_sp.doc
6. Presentation by the Chair of the Permanent Council Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, on the ministerial and sectoral meetings held since the Fifth Summit of the Americas

Ambassador Hoyos Aristizábal said that the ties between the Summits process and the inter-American ministerial meetings must be strengthened by harmonizing their mandates, to ensure that the efforts on both fronts respond to the member states’ interests and concerns. Ambassador Hoyos stressed that the Summits process is a two-way street, in which not only do the Summits send mandates to the ministerial meetings, but those meetings also submit reports and recommendations for consideration by the Heads of State and Government.

The Chair of the CISC said that a methodology was necessary through which the CISC, with the support of the SAS, could help ensure that during preparations for each ministerial meeting, due attention was paid to the language of the Summits in formulating the meetings’ goals and work plans. For the full text of this presentation, see:

http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_041310/presentation_hoyos_sp.doc
· Presentation on ties between ministerial meetings and the Summits process
Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the Education and Culture Office of the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture of the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), gave a presentation in which she described the steps taken to produce the declarations of the Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, the efforts that the ministerial process has made to ensure its mandates correspond with those of the Summits process, and the difficulties faced in putting that correspondence into practice.  She also said that the mandates of the Summit and of the ministerials enabled the different agencies within the OAS to carry out projects of political importance in the priority areas identified by the political bodies. For the full text of her presentation, see:

http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_041310/presentation_ministerials_link_sp.ppt
· Dialogue among the delegates on strengthening ties between the Summits and the ministerials 

The delegations noted their thanks for the presentations on this topic and suggested expanding discussion, within both the CISC and the SIRG, on the steps to be taken to ensure the alignment of the Summits process with the ministerial meetings process.

7. SAS presentation on mechanisms for social stakeholders to participate in the Summits process, including the Summits Virtual Community (SVC)

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat gave a presentation on the origins, background, and mandates of civil society participation in the Summits process and its evolution toward the concept of social stakeholders; on the activities carried out for the Fifth Summit; and on the efforts currently being made to develop strategies and expand the mechanisms for ensuring broader participation in the process by those players.  For the full text of this presentation, see: 

http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_041310/presentation_sa_sp.ppt
Finally, the SAS presented its proposal for creating the Summits Virtual Community (SVC), an internet-based forum that will serve to maintain an open, continuous, cost-effective, and real-time dialogue on the main concerns and topics of interest that all the stakeholders in the Summits of the Americas process wish to discuss.  This community was inspired by the success attained with the earlier “Virtual Summits Platform,” a dialogue mechanism that was used for the Fifth Summit of the Americas (2009) and that made particular use of a series of virtual forums, the conclusions of which were forwarded to the host country, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, for its consideration. For the full text of this presentation, see: 

http://www.summit-americas.org/SIRG/2010/SIRG_041310/presentation_svc_sp.ppt
· Delegates’ comments

The delegations thanked the SAS for its efforts to ensure due participation by social stakeholders in the process and for introducing new tools for dialogue among the different players involved, as has been proposed for once the SVC has been launched. 

8. Other business

The delegation of the United States congratulated the Summits of the Americas Secretariat for its excellent work in preparing for this meeting; the U.S. delegation stressed the achievements attained during and since the Fifth Summit and expressed its total commitment toward Colombia, the process, and the work of the JSWG’s member agencies, all with a view to the success of the Sixth Summit of the Americas.
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