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REMARKS BY THE VICE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA, DR. CLEMENCIA FORERO UCRÓS

Distinguished Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza,

Her Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guyana, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett,

His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, Hugo Roger Martínez,

Mr. David Morris, Director of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat,

Esteemed National Coordinators, 

Distinguished Ambassadors and Permanent Representatives to the OAS,

Distinguished Representatives of the Joint Summit Working Group,

Ladies and gentlemen, friends:

First of all, I would like to offer you all a warm welcome in my capacity as Chair of the SIRG and as the Republic of Colombia’s National Coordinator for the Summits of the Americas process.  It is an honor for the Government of Colombia to have you all here today at this meeting, which represents another step forward in the preparatory process for the Sixth Summit of the Americas to be held in 2012.

Since the purpose of this occasion is the First Ministerial Meeting of 2010 of the Summit Implementation Review Group, I would like to share with you Colombia’s priorities as the Chair of the Summits Process and describe the current status of preparations for the Sixth Summit of the Americas, as a way of renewing our country’s commitment toward a process that will yield optimal results in 2012.

First, Colombia would like to reiterate its hemispheric vocation and its support for the Inter-American System and to reaffirm its commitment to the Summits of the Americas Process as a vital tool for dialogue and political reflection in the region–one that has, over the years, proven capable of giving a new impulse to hemispheric relations, has been able to renew the inter-American ideal, and has revitalized the multilateral agenda.

Almost two months have gone by since the last regular meeting of SIRG, and I am pleased to report that Colombia has spent that time gathering together all the recommendations generously submitted by you at these meetings on the following points:  the importance of having a final Summit document, a declaration, that focuses on a few well selected, realistic, and viable commitments that can be measured and monitored; introducing innovations into the format and duration of the Summit; reviewing and strengthening the mechanism for following up on the commitments of previous Summits, to ensure that this Summit yields concrete results; strengthening ties with the agencies of the Joint Summit Working Group and making maximum use of their role in the process and the support they can give us; combining efforts to involve social actors through broad consultations, and not solely during the preparations for the Summit; along with many others, of which we have made careful note.
Our country awaits the Sixth Summit of the Americas with great expectation, and it hopes it will be able to welcome, with generosity and efficiency, the countries of the Hemisphere in the city of Cartagena, with all the hospitality and good attention that characterizes our people. 

The Government of Colombia has therefore embarked on a coordination process – involving, obviously, authorities at the central level, but also very particularly with the local authorities in Cartagena – to work for the utmost success of the upcoming Summit.  The city is thus beginning to prepare itself logistically to host this important event.

In addition, we are pleased to announce that after having studied the calendar for regional and international activities in 2012, we have concluded that April would be the best month to hold the Sixth Summit; and, at this time, we are considering two possible dates, both of which are still tentative, of course:  Saturday and Sunday, April 14 and 15, or Saturday and Sunday, April 21 and 22.  Moving forward, we are going to continue working on choosing one of those two dates, making sure that we take into account the opinion of Colombia’s new government which, as you know, is to take office on August 7 of this year.

We would also like to use this occasion to extend our sincere thanks to the Government of Peru which, early last May, received a delegation from Colombia that had traveled to Lima to share Peru’s experiences with the organization of such large-scale events as those that the country has recently hosted, including the Summit of Latin America, the Caribbean, and the European Union, the APEC Forum, and the upcoming Summit of South American – Arab Countries (ASPA).  We know that the invaluable advice and support that we have been receiving from the Governments of Trinidad and Tobago, Canada, and Peru will be of great use to Colombia in the careful planning of a successful Summit of the Americas in 2012.
In connection with this, Colombia would like to emphasize its interest in receiving the support and hearing the experiences of all those countries that have hosted Summits of the Americas, as we advance along the road to the Cartagena Summit and, in addition, we again note how important it is that the countries make voluntary contributions, to the extent that they can, to the SIRG Specific Fund.

Colombia is committed to drawing up a comprehensive agenda that we will discuss with all the region’s countries and with the  institutions that make up the Joint Summit Working Group; and that comprehensive agenda will reflect the most urgent challenges facing the Hemisphere.  The aim behind that is to create consensus in the region regarding the most important topics: ones that must also offer a real response to the needs, expectations, and aspirations of our countries’ citizens.

We would also like to report that we have been conducting internal consultations within the government in order to progress with the identification and conceptualization of possible themes for the next Summit, through interministerial meetings with the Colombian cabinet. We have attempted to identify themes that can have an impact within our countries and that, at the same time, can generate widespread interest in the region and facilitate consensus-based decisions. We agree with choosing crosscutting topics that have the potential to remain meaningful and relevant over the coming years. 

Some of the main issues, which I would like to refer to briefly, and which have been addressed at all of these meetings, include: the evolution of the topic of education since the Santiago Summit and the added value that we could give that topic at this time; energy exchanges and energy integration in the region; culture and ethnic diversity as factors for development; the knowledge-based society and the importance of access to information and communications technologies (ICT) for democracies and civic participation; water as a determining factor in development and coexistence; security in terms of cooperation among countries; preparations and preventive measures for future natural disasters; the topic of friendly cities; productive transformation and the support the region’s small and medium-sized enterprises should be given to create jobs; and many other topics that are still being studied and discussed and that we hope to place before you for consideration shortly. 

We therefore have, as a government, an array of topics that we will be making a priority in the liaison process with the new administration at the end of June.  The successful organization of the Summit of the Americas is an absolute priority for Colombia and, within the transition to the new government, the topic will occupy a position of prime importance and relevance, as the nature of the process warrants.
Although Colombia has the highest commitment and interest in making rapid progress with defining the theme of the Sixth Summit–enabling consultations to begin with all the sectors, governments, and agencies of the inter-American system through an inclusive process that will enable us to arrive at a set of fundamental consensus-based decisions for taking maximum advantage of this Summit–we are aware, and we must note this fact now, that as I have just said, we will have to obtain the backing for the chosen theme from Colombia’s newly elected president and his cabinet before we can formally embark on the necessary hemispheric consultations.

We would also like to use this opportunity to underscore the importance of initiatives like the Summits Virtual Community, which will allow us to strengthen dialogue among the member states and other stakeholders in the Summits process, strengthen the culture of democratic participation in the Americas, and, at the same time, bolster the development of the inter-American agenda by responding to the interests of our peoples. This valuable tool will doubtlessly enable us to follow up on the Fifth Summit, and, additionally, it will encourage the necessary participation of social players in the preparations for the Sixth Summit of the Americas.

We would also like to again state that our country has an unshakable commitment toward presenting the OAS with annual national reports, which are a tool for verifying the steps taken and progress made toward attaining the specific objectives set at previous Summits.  As an indication of that commitment, the country presented its national report on the follow-up and implementation of the mandates and commitments of the Quebec City, Nuevo León, Mar del Plata, and Port of Spain Summits, for the period May 2008 to December 2009, at the end of last May, as we have been doing continuously since the year 2003.

In this context, Colombia highlights the importance of having a standard format to facilitate the preparation of national reports, to ensure they are more specific and uniform. We therefore appreciate any contributions the Hemisphere’s countries can offer to this discussion, in order to reach consensus on the best and most effective way for presenting those reports. 

Irrespective of the foregoing, we note the vital importance of the launch of the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System (SISCA), as a central tool in following up on the Summit mandates and commitments and in the institutional strengthening of the process toward the Sixth Summit, one that could in the future become a key instrument for monitoring compliance with the mandates and commitments.

In addition, we would like today to stress the importance of strengthening ties between the Summits process and the Inter-American Ministerial Meetings, since a closer alignment between those two efforts would benefit the furtherance of the hemispheric agenda and facilitate compliance with Summits commitments. 

I would like to end this address by expressing my wish for this First Ministerial Meeting of 2010 of the SIRG to yield contributions that will be of use to the Sixth Summit in 2012, a goal toward which our country is working persistently and with the greatest commitment.

Thank you very much.
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