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REMARKS BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES, 

JOSÉ MIGUEL INSULZA

Thank you very much, Ambassador Jaime Girón, Chair of the SIRG and Coordinator for the Sixth Summit of the Americas; Ambassador Alejandro Borda, Assistant Coordinator for the Sixth Summit of the Americas; Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizábal, Chair of the Permanent Council Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities; esteemed Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives, National Coordinators, and representatives of the multilateral institutions that make up the Joint Summit Working Group.

First of all, I would like to extend formal thanks to the President of the Republic of Colombia, Mr. Juan Manuel Santos, and to Foreign Minister María Ángela Holguín, for appointing a high-level team with an accomplished international track record to coordinate the next Summit of the Americas, and for their commitment and efforts toward making that meeting an outstanding event.

I believe that has been made clear in the meetings we have held over these days; we even have a date for our Summit of the Americas – April 14 and 15 in Cartagena de Indias – and I am confident that we are all going to help bring it to fruition in the best possible way.

We have been able to talk with the Coordinator and the Assistant Coordinator, and with some of the members of the Executive Council, regarding a number of these topics, and I only want to reiterate a number of points, because we at the Secretariat want to help to strengthen the Summit and to make it successful, with real, tangible results for the peoples of our Hemisphere.

I would also like to support the set of proposals already made here by the Chair of the SIRG and, most particularly, to refer to the institutional issue, which I believe we must include in our discussions in order to develop an opinion on the matter prior to the Summit. I think it is important that we give serious consideration to issues that are not themselves the topic of the Summit – an institutional idea of which we have already spoken – but that are central in strengthening the process, and first of all is a dialogue to reflect on the current state of the process.

How can the Summits process become a more relevant factor within multilateral relations; how can it provide guidance and working proposals for the following three years? And there are also proposals and guidance for the international agencies that make up the inter-American system.

What expectations do the countries have of the Summit? And, as I already noted, what is our view of the institutionalization of the process within the framework of the activities that the OAS supports? (Regarding the Summits, the General Assembly, the ministerial meetings, the Secretariat.)

To that reflection we must also add, in our opinion, in second place, a forum for dialogue within our SIRG, that will enable us to share experiences and best practices regarding the levels of compliance that the countries have attained with the mandates from past Summits.

Those issues have to be on our agenda. We gain nothing from adding more mandates to the list, if we are not aware of the level of compliance with those that are still pending. As the Chair has said: Why haven’t they been met? What difficulties have been encountered in doing so? And, at the same time, we have to be in agreement on what we all expect from this process. 

In conversations with the office of the President of Colombia, and with the multilateral agencies that sit on the Joint Summit Working Group, those institutions – one of which is present here today – reiterated their continued support for the Summits of the Americas process and, in particular, for defining the theme of the Sixth Summit and all the other matters it requires. That is a constructive commitment that represents a good starting point for the 16 months still ahead before the next Summit.

I would also like to reiterate that we need to forge clear partnerships with the multilateral agencies involved with the Summit Working Group that can provide financial and technical resources  and experience for working on implementation with the Member States.

We appreciate the Member States’ generous contributions to the SIRG Specific Fund, which is essential for the functioning of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the activities carried out by that area of the General Secretariat. We note our particular thanks to the most recent contributors, to Argentina, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Guyana, Nicaragua, Panama, and the United States.

In these difficult financial times, we have of course had to make some cutbacks in the Regular Fund of the Organization, and those contributions are therefore important to ensure that the Secretariat is adequately financed in this Summit of the Americas.

You may count on my personal commitment, and the commitment of the entire General Secretariat, to assist the process and to support our team in the Summits of the Americas Secretariat in order to provide backing to the process over the coming 16 months.

And so, I would also like to introduce Sherry Tross, whom you all already know, to this SIRG as the new Executive Secretary of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat. She has worked on the Summits process since the First Summit in Miami and she is motivated. She has also worked at the numerous General Assemblies and ministerial meetings that she was responsible for preparing or attending. I believe we will also have plans, on the basis of her work, for strengthening and even increasing our support for the process. 

If you will allow me, I would like to invite Sherry Tross to offer a few words on the support we give to the process through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat.

Thank you very much. 
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