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REMARKS BY HIS EXCELLENCY FERNANDO NÚÑEZ FÁBREGA, 
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF PANAMA TO THE MINISTERIAL MEETING
 OF THE SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP (SIRG)
Allow me to state, on behalf of the Government of His Excellency the President of the Republic of Panama Ricardo Martinelli Berrocal, and on my own behalf, how pleased we are that our country was accepted to host the forthcoming Seventh Summit of the Americas.
We will be very pleased to receive the representatives of your countries in Panama. We will welcome them with special warmth and with the conviction that we are bound together by strong fraternal bonds that motivate us to press ahead in search of wellbeing for our citizens.
Having reoriented our country's participation in the various international forums, we are mindful that we must play a more active role on the international stage, and this demands frank dialogue to identify concrete action towards further consolidating ourselves as a region of opportunities and benefits for our regional and extra-regional partners.
Panama has offered our country as the meeting place for the most diverse set of players in contemporary international relations; their discussions should be aimed at bringing about effective cooperation among the economies of our countries, which have different characteristics but for which the main driving force is to promote development for the peoples of the Americas.
I want to take this opportunity to reaffirm my country's commitment to the agreements reached at the last Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena de Indias, where our leaders talked extensively about the need to connect and integrate the Americas, for us to be partners in prosperity.
In that vein, and in keeping with the theme of the last Summit, I would like to stress the great importance we have placed on the participation of the public and private sectors as engines of growth. The work to expand the Panama Canal, the third set of locks of which is 45% complete, bears testimony to this.
These works, which began in 2007 and are expected to be completed in 2015 at a cost of $5.3 billion, will help optimize the operations of the inter-Ocean waterway and continue its role as facilitator of the region's connectivity with the rest the world.
Also aware that sustained economic growth, with equity and social inclusion, is an indispensable condition to create jobs and surmount inequality, the national government has been implementing social policies based on the Millennium Development Goals, with a view to reducing poverty and promoting economic development. 
These are just a few of the commitments my government has tried to fulfill, in order to bring about human and social development that will rid our people of poverty. This is a vision to which we remain committed; it compels us to present a dynamic Panama that is present on the world stage.
[image: image1.jpg]That is a shared vision–we know that. And we know, too, that each and every one of our countries represented here has a conviction about continuing to promote mechanisms and initiatives that will help chart our course together, for us to be more effective in tackling the challenges we face, because they are beyond the capacity of countries to tackle them individually.
Panama’s hope is for the Seventh Summit of the Americas to be the ideal forum in which we can forget stereotypes of the so-called North and South and instead establish strategies to develop our countries, and our people, in the various fields of endeavor.
I invite us to seize that opportunity; and together to lend our experience and skills in order to bring into alignment the objectives of a region seeking to place itself based on the highest standards of shared development.
Finally, let me once again express our hope to see in Panama, every country that is a part of this region–the Americas of us all. And rest assured, we will devote the human and material resources required to carry out the work to be done at the next Summit of the Americas, to be held in 2015.
I thank you very much.
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