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Introduction

The Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) as Technical Secretariat of the Forum prepares this Report for the participation process of the IV Young Americas Forum. YABT is an international nonprofit organization that works in cooperation with the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) to promote social and economic development of young people.

The Young Americas Forum is the space where youth, as social actors actively participates in the processes of the Summits of the Americas. The IV Forum, official event of the VII Summit of the Americas, will focus its discussions on the topic: "Prosperity with Equity: The challenge of cooperation in the Americas."

The Fourth Edition of the Forum will be held on April 8 and 9 in Panama City within the framework of the VII Summit of the Americas. The Forum is co-organized by YABT and the Government of Panama and has the support of the World Bank from his Vice President for Latin America and the Caribbean; as a strategic partner in the hemisphere.

The purpose of this document is to inform, in a systematic way, the contributions made by young people ages from 18 to 30, through the three channels available to the preparatory process of the Forum: National Dialogues, the Virtual Consultation and Expanded Consultations (made within hemispheric events focused on youth). Specifically, the process seeks to have a balance of tools and options. This document will be the basis for the development of a Declaration of Commitment of Youth in the Americas and the creation of a larger data report to be considered for various programs and institutional initiatives nationwide.

To prepare this report, contributions were taken in consideration from 1,345 young representatives of youth organizations participating in 24 Dialogues (National and Local), 2,634 participants of Expanded Consultations and 1,445 contributions through Virtual Consultations; the information above was compiled and systematized until March 12, 2015.

Another channel where this report took information from was the Talent and Innovation Competition of the Americas "TIC Americas 2015" which was attended by young entrepreneurs from across the region and contributed with 2,734 innovative solutions and actions to the subthemes of the VII Summit.

Young people focused their dialogues on the following priorities: prosperity with equity, security, employment and young entrepreneurship, citizen participation, democratic governance, environment, health and education.

Statistical Data: 

The statistical data presented here comes from National and Virtual Consultations, which highlights certain trends related to the priority themes of the IV Forum.

	I FACE TO FACE CONSULTATIONS



	Country
	City
	date
	Level
	Participants
	Partners

	Argentina
	La Plata, Buenos Aires
	november 12, 2014
	Local
	30
	Universidad Nacional de La Plata

	Colombia
	Cúcuta
	november 13 , 2014
	Local
	44
	Organización Venezolana de Jóvenes para las Naciones Unidas

	El Salvador
	San Miguel
	November 26, 2014
	Local
	84
	ALDESAI

	 United States
	Washington, DC
	december 2, 2014
	International
	15
	OEA

	Venezuela
	Barquisimeto
	november 12, 2014
	Local
	29
	Organización Venezolana de Jóvenes para las Naciones Unidas

	Venezuela
	Mérida
	november 12, 2014
	Local
	75
	Organización Venezolana de Jóvenes para las Naciones Unidas

	Dominican Republic
	Santo Domingo
	february 6, 2015
	National
	18
	Centro de Análisis para Políticas Públicas (CAPP)

	Uruguay
	Montevideo
	february 24, 2015
	National
	28
	YABT Uruguay, OAS Uruguay, Instituto Interamericano de Derechos Humanos – IIDH

	Ecuador
	Quito
	 february 26 ,    2015
	Local
	47
	RJDL Ecuador – Jóvenes CREO

	Colombia
	Cartagena
	 february 27, 2015
	Local
	41
	Red Juvenil Memoria y Paz

	Panama
	Ciudad de Panamá
	march 5, 2015
	National
	90
	YABT, Cancillería, Ciudad del Saber, Ministerio de Desarrollo Social, GlobalShapers-Panamá, Universidad de Panamá, ONU Panamá

	Guatemala
	Guatemala
	march 5 and 6, 2015
	National
	300
	Fondo de Desarrollo Indígena Guatemalteco -FODIGUA

	Colombia
	Medellín
	march 7, 2015
	Local
	45
	Club Botánico Ambiental

	Colombia
	Manizales
	march 7 , 2015
	Local
	40
	Plataforma Red Procesos Juveniles de Caldas 

	Colombia
	Barranquilla
	march 11, 2015
	Local
	50
	Club Botánico Ambiental

	El Salvador
	San Salvador
	 march 11, 2015
	National
	170
	ASSAES

	Peru
	Lima
	march 12, 2015
	National
	40 
	Instituto Político para la Libertad (IPL Perú) 

	Mexico
	Querétaro
	march 13, 2015
	Local
	50*
	Universidad Autónoma de Querétaro

	Nicaragua
	Managua
	march 13, 2015
	National
	50*
	Coordinadora Nacional de Jóvenes

	Colombia
	Bogotá
	march 13, 2015
	National
	50*
	Colombia Soy Yo, Club Botánico Ambiental, REDES

	Mexico
	Puebla
	march 14, 2015
	National
	50*
	México Necesita Más Educación A.C.

	Peru
	Piura
	march 20, 2015
	Local
	50*
	Jovenes Iberoamericanos

	Ecuador 
	Guayaquil 
	march 23, 2015
	Local
	50*
	Jovenes Iberoamericanos

	Colombia
	Santa Marta
	march 25, 2015
	Local
	50*
	Cartagena Emprende 


*Estimated Participants 
	II VIRTUAL CONSULTATIONS 

	Number of Participants
	890
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age (%)
	<18 years old
	18-24 years old
	25-30 years old
	31-34 years old
	>34 years old
	
	

	
	2.5%
	52.4%
	33.5%
	7.4%
	4.2%
	
	

	Gender (%)
	Masculine
	Feminine
	Transgender
	N/A
	
	
	

	
	47.7%
	49.4%
	0.4%
	2.6%
	
	
	

	Countries with more participation (First 5, %)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	
	

	
	Colombia
	Peru
	Panama
	Mexico
	Brazil
	
	

	Academic Level (%)
	Non degree award.
	Primary
	High School
	Technical
	Bachelor’s Degree
	Master’s Degree
	Phd

	
	0.2%
	0.2%
	27.3%
	20.1%
	43.0%
	8.7%
	0.4%

	Occupation (%)
	Student
	Employee
	Entrepreneur
	Self-employed
	Sub-employed
	Volunteer
	Unemployed

	
	47.2%
	24.2%
	12.2%
	2.5%
	0.4%
	10.3%
	3.2%


Main results of the report: 

PROSPERITY WITH EQUITY

The Virtual Consultation facilitated by YABT, was completed by about 900 young people from throughout the hemisphere. It began with a phrase that has become the consensus among analysts of Latin America: "In the last 10 years inequality has decreased in Latin America" by economist Augusto de la Torre. However, 52.53% of young respondents disagree with this statement. Moreover, 54.69% did not believe that their government is active in combating inequality.

The young people who participated in the Dialogues had a different perception on inequality and the manner in which it was addressed in recent years. They have more access to basic services and much needed work has be done on the technology gap but there are still challenges in other areas. For example, young people stated that rural areas required more attention because many communities are being neglected and are in need of public policies more aligned to their demands.

Further discussions revealed that several countries are experiencing strong economic growth, but have to eradicate poverty and improve the distribution of wealth. Other remarks extracted from this dialogues state that an aspect to consider is that "growth is not the same as development."

In the Dialogues, young people indicated that there are high rates of poverty and child malnutrition, and sometimes the available statistics differ from reality. They argued that inequality is due in many cases to the issue of social class, geographical location, political ideology, technological gap, gender and the difference between public and private education.

Similarly, the participants of virtual consultations agreed with the Dialogue’s participants regarding the roots of inequality among young people. Access to quality education was the main cause of this inequality. The second was youth unemployment, followed by discrimination on socioeconomic status, race, religion or political ideology.

They agreed to name education and culture as tools to prevent young people from migrating from their communities. In this regard, productive and social projects are required to develop skills to manage projects. As well as choosing a profession with the right skills and tools to help with personal growth.

Participants also indicated that there should be a better structure in place that fights corruption head on and expands opportunities for citizen participation. Proposed as a solution is the creation of campaigns, which would help to generate a greater awareness, attached to stricter indicators to measure progress and to focus efforts and resources on the bigger problems.

They believe that "getting local governments to have greater empowerment would contribute more effectively to address the problems of inequality". This includes technical, personnel resources and infrastructure that are qualified to deliver basic services and extensive coverage.

Young people are vigorously proposing actions to alleviate poverty, inequality and the conditions that face the most unfavorable communities. One recommendation is to encourage entrepreneurship as an opportunity to create microenterprises in their own communities and thereby promote fair trade. We also encourage corporations to support young entrepreneurs, by creating economic education programs and improving conditions of employment. High demand for programs for entrepreneurs was also one of the concerns; for example basic training to young people looking to start a business and mentoring/business laboratories for established companies.

They considered that it was essential to equalize wages between women and men, as well as ensuring that women occupy positions of power and decision-making in various sectors. They also said that this may be possible by establishing public-private dialogues, with a medium that empowers youth and helps them become partners in the development of their countries.

In the Virtual Consultation, young people said that within the policies and mechanisms that their government should develop, priority should be given to support youth in creating sustainable enterprises, training in business creation, youth-government alliances and access to seed capital. 

SECURITY

In the  Face to Face Dialogues, speaking of safety, youths said that despite the efforts of their governments to maintain safe neighborhoods, young people see that crime, kidnapping and drug trafficking are increasing. Furthermore, they believe that prevention is a very important issue in which governments should focus.

Among the main causes of violence in their countries they mentioned: unemployment translated into poverty and lack of opportunity that encourages the formation of gangs, drug addiction and trafficking and family breakdown. However, it was considered that young people should assume their role as a social actor in order to change this reality and create safer neighborhoods and cities.

They proposed that governments should create more incentives through social programs, sporting and cultural activities for more active participation of youth in an effort to get them away from criminal groups. This in turn can lead to a better future for the youth. In conclusion, young people consider that poverty is a major cause of insecurity.

In the Virtual Consultation, on security issues, the main problems young people identified were: the corruption of authorities and frequent crimes such as kidnapping, extortion, robbery and murder. Also, impunity of the Judiciary has had a significant vote, almost surpassing delinquencies. Young people believe that fighting insecurity with employment opportunities and community support for offenders is the most effective way to solve security problems facing the hemisphere. 

At the same time, we asked young people what are the main policies their current governments have implemented to combat crime and increase safety. Their responses were as follows: firstly, to invest in police and military institutions, followed by a review of the legislative and judicial procedures, and "mano dura", that is the extreme policies in the fight against organized crime groups. Additionally, when asked if they agreed with the policies currently implemented by their governments and over 60% is in total or partial disagreement. 

 When asked about the causes of the problem of crime and insecurity in Latin America, two responses were highlighted: firstly, the economic and social exclusion; and secondly drug trafficking and militias linked to drug trafficking. The results confirmed the importance of regional efforts to combat drug trafficking and adopting long-term measures aimed at social and economic equity.

In this regard, the concern of young people is to find an answer in the mandates of the IIV Summit; the mandates focus on obtaining better data on the harmonization of statistics and strengthening assessments to improve understanding of the phenomenon and thereby understand how to better address the dynamics of crime and violence. As well as to move in a coordinated manner in the hemisphere to address the global drug problem and work towards a common regional position to take to the Extraordinary General Assembly of the United Nations on the World Drug Problem 2016 .

MIGRATION

Dialogues on migration had expressions of youth from two approaches. Some consider migration as reflecting on an internal problem of countries that do not offer their citizens the necessary conditions to have a better quality of life, those being forced to migrate or "try his luck" in other countries,  that sometimes puts their lives at risk. Others see an opportunity in migration as the result of good regionalism and the direct effect of Globalization.

They stated that one of the main factors of the migration problems facing our continent is seeking greater job opportunities and therefore the problems faced are language barrier, human trafficking and discrimination.

Young people see migration as a problem that can be tackled by strengthening the integration of the Americas, through sponsorship, support, integration, cooperation and coordination of all its member countries to improve each of the fields that are affected in their own countries.

The result was clear in the virtual consultation where 79% stated that the youth of his country of origin migrate in search of better opportunities abroad and 21% said that young people come to their country in search of better opportunities. Young people are highly migratory and most migration is perceived as positive when it is related to studies. If done illegally, they assess the impact of migration flows in the Americas negatively. This negative perception translates into the need to treat migration as an important issue on the political agenda of the countries of the Americas.  Approximately 50% of respondents consider the issue of migration as relevant or very relevant.

Respondents emphasized that the most effective way to prevent the outflow of young people from their countries of origin are by: investing in education, looking for long term strategic plans, and the promotion of entrepreneurship in partnership with the private sector to stimulate  job creation for young people.

Young people expressed the need for more financial and technical support for studies abroad. They also stated that they can reduce permanent migration to other countries by creating more jobs and that job creation should not be limited to the private sector. For instance, the new companies created by young people are an important source of youth self-employment, which would help reduce migration flows outward.

Among the recommendation of actions to implement targeted at countries receiving migrant youth they highlighted the need to conduct awareness campaigns and the promotion of other cultures in an effort to increase respect and tolerance. Easing the immigration system for qualified young people and reviewing immigration laws based on human rights and international treaties.

Meanwhile, rural young entrepreneurs participating in Expanded Consultations stated that the Government should encourage and support entrepreneurship for rural areas, provide more schools and better education; as well as the modernization of resources, that can create conditions for young people to take advantage of unexploited land and therefore would not need to migrate to other countries.

The suggestions of youth regarding migration are consistent with the mandates of the VII Summit which should recognize the contributions made by migrants and the importance of cooperation between countries of origin, transit and destination to ensure the protection of human rights of all migrants. They also support the efforts of countries that institute economic and social conditions to create better opportunities in the development and establishment of population in their countries; particularly through the development of human capital and generating more and better jobs. And lastly with the revitalization of the productive sector and improvement of public safety.

Similarly the development processes of social dialogue at a national and regional level for the adoption of labor migration policies is to develop and implement programs to prevent and combat smuggling of migrants and human trafficking, especially women, children, and adolescents.

JOB OPORTUNITIES AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

In the Dialogues it was stated that youth employment in the region was not a priority for governments and was not very accessible on their countries. This results in problems and uncertainties for the generation that seeks to overcome these issues.

They argued that the lack of decent jobs promotes increased criminal activity. A suggested solution was the strengthening of education as a pillar of society which translates into employment. This is positioned as an engine of the economy, development and stability of a country. In this regard, youth suggested the important role private enterprises play.

They also highlighted that jobs should be offered without such rigid demands of work experience. In this regard, some countries have enacted the First Job Initiative, but its implementation is ineffective and young people argue that this is because the private sector has not contributed enough. Also, a lot of emphasis must be placed on the need for training and job fairs as well as policy advocacy on the reemployment for those with a criminal record.

Regarding the Virtual Consultation, when asked what level of importance their governments gives on the theme "Youth Employment", 62% do not believe their government is active in this area, that is, they are not striving to mitigate or extinguish youth unemployment.

A remarkable fact that emerges is that 95.45% of respondents said that entrepreneurship can alleviate the problem of unemployment in the country. Furthermore, 98.48% believe that their current government should promote a national policy of strategic alliances with international organizations to foster entrepreneurship. Young people want governments to work closely with the private sector, by making possible the access to scholarships, innovation and technical support.

YABT also conducted an Extended Consultation with young rural entrepreneurs, who talked about jobs in the region. They said that they needed scholarships to assist in academic and professional training to acquire skills to apply in the field of work and make it more productive, profitable and sustainable. This motivates young people to develop projects that help their communities. 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION 

Young people that gathered in the Dialogues said their participation in government actions is very low or zero. Therefore, they demanded that spaces should be created where they can be participants in the decision making processes. They also said that participation is only given to young people who are part of political parties. Fundamentally, young people want greater access to policy information.

During the Virtual Consultations, young people identified the barriers to implementing actions of change were corruption, influence peddling and bureaucracy. Also indifference and apathy of young people, inadequate policies for youth and lack of opportunity or support from the government.

Citizen participation was considered essential to developing and strengthening leadership training  because they think that young people do not commit because they believe that they cannot be agents of change. Therefore these trainings enable the empowerment of young people and the creation of more social agents.

Also, a point to notice is the importance of developing public awareness, the need for improved education focused on humanistic values. They also suggest the elimination of bureaucracy within the public administration, thereby promoting meritocracy and transparency in public office.

In the Virtual Consultation, when asked about the level of participation in government action, it became clear that there is a very low level of participation of youth - only 1.74% responded that there is a high level of involvement.

The issue of open government was also a part of the survey. When asked whether their current government was developing an open government initiative, a high percentage answered yes, but stated that they were still in the process to define and/or implementation stage. While another large segment replied that this still remains a priority for the government.

Rural young entrepreneurs asked to be heard and for the opportunity to participate in the decisions of the country. It was suggested that mandatory Municipal Youth Councils be formed to address issues such as substance abuse, unemployment, environmental impact and education, so that young people involved in the problems can find real and long lasting solutions.

On this issue, the Summit’s mandates realize the needs of young people regarding participation. With this in mind, mediums such as the Young Americas Forum provide a space where the voice of youth emerges as a priority to boost their participation, a space where their contributions can be provided as inputs for forums on Civil Society and Social Actors.

With respect to citizen participation through the use of technology and digital solutions, mandates accompany the request of young people in relation to promoting open government and the right to information as key tools to achieve greater transparency and inclusion. 
HEALTH 

In the National Dialogues on health, drug addiction, alcoholism, high rates of teenage pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases were the main problems facing the region. Therefore, governments should include in their agendas as an urgent matter these issues: prevention of teenage pregnancy and sexual and reproductive education. 

They also believe that health in their countries is inadequate and propose that governments invest more in infrastructure, the purchase of medical supplies, in the training of medical staff along with campaigns promoting social inclusion. Most youth reported having difficulty accessing quality health care.

In the Virtual Consultation, 65% of youth respondents said to be dissatisfied with the health system in their country, the rest classified it as mediocre and none said they were satisfied with the health system.

 Of those polled, 60% said they have health insurance, while the remaining 40% do not have any insurance. 62% of respondents said that access to health care in their country is inequitable while only 7% said they enjoy an equitable system.

 On the question of health care priorities in their respective countries, of the seven options the two most common choices were free access to basic health and reproductive health. 

The Summit’s mandates regarding health states that this is a fundamental condition for economic growth, social inclusion and cohesion. It is therefore paramount to the needs expressed by young people to achieve universal access to health and universal health coverage as essential to prosperity with equity.

EDUCATION

The Dialogues show that the main challenges facing the region are the lack of equity in the quality of education, lack of economic resources, obstacles in access to information and especially, dropouts. To combat this they considered that technical education should be promoted. For example, the training of young students in areas in demand for jobs such as accountants. They emphasize that there must first be an early orientation accompanied by incentives in partnership with educational campaigns, vocation for academic offers in technical careers.

Most young people feel that they have not reached their highest level of education, and they suggest that governments should invest more in educational issues empowering teachers, enabling them holistically, offer incentives, but in turn demand the education sector do a diagnostic assessments of their levels of education. Governments should also develop educational partnerships with the private sector to commit to creating work places and strategies that encourage the return of young people who dropped out of school.

The results of the Virtual Consultation show that young people are not happy with the level of education in their countries. Over 50% rated it as poor or very poor, while only 6% consider it good. Young people also questioned who should be primarily responsible for the promotion and development of education in Latin America and 61% said the government should assume this role.

In this survey, financial difficulty was identified as the main reason for dropouts, followed by lack of student motivation. When asked what public policies should be implemented to improve the educational level, it was highlighted that they should improve the curriculum content including subjects of entrepreneurship; they also stated that governments should incorporate professional practices in the educational program and/or entrepreneurial projects as an effective public policy to improve the educational level.

For rural young entrepreneurs it is important as low-income youth to be able to access government financial support, especially those who live far from the city. They also claimed that it is necessary to provide transportation for rural youth and municipalities to the city, scholarships for people living in rural areas and accessible technology programs for all young people. Finally, stress the importance that new teachers should be educated not only in art but in leadership and motivation.

The mandates of the VII Summit, recognizes that access to quality education at all levels and modalities is essential to strengthen human capital and thus achieve prosperity with equity, echoing one of the biggest concerns of youth in the hemisphere.

It is therefore an essential commitment to implement initiatives aimed at improving the quality of education through training and modernization of teachers, as well as designing and implementing public policies and investments in skills enhancement of people through an education that prepares young people for the challenges of the future. Allowing for the improvement of the supply of skills, anticipating demand and optimizing them to meet the requirements of the labor market and to increase productivity by strengthening the technical-vocational education that allows successful transitions from education to the work sphere.

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNABILITY

The main concern of young people in the Dialogues on this subtheme is corruption, followed by lack of transparency and lack of accountability in their national governments. As a recurring situation arises, young people understand the value of local governments, but are concerned about their lack of resources.

On this issue, we asked the participants of the Virtual Consultation how true it is for them the phrase "Your political scenario would improve if youth had more important positions in your government" and the responses showed a positive trend, overall there was a consensus that this phrase contains a true message.

73% of respondents said they have read the section on youth in the agenda of its candidate in the last election, which shows that the respondents demographic is interested in youth involvement on the  plans of  their candidates in electoral processes.

On the issue of levels of trust perceived for institutions, political parties are the least trusted intuitions while local governments enjoy a higher level of confidence, but the results generally show a low level of trust in institutions.

They were asked to choose the 3 main factors that are scarce in democracy in their countries and the collection of data showed that, first, respondents perceive it take a lot of effort to reduce corruption in the institutions and, secondly, we need more participation from citizens; finally, we need to ensure social justice.

With regard to the under-representation of women in political institutions, 62% agreed that there is a sub-representation of women while the remaining 38% said no.

Regarding the Summit’s mandates, accompanying the concerns of youth recognizing that democracy and economic and social development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing, seeking to strengthen transparency, integrity and efficiency of public administration and the creation of conditions that make possible the involvement of citizens in the whole cycle of public policies. 

ENVIRONMENT

In the Virtual Consultation, when asked what the environmental problem that affects their country is, many replied that waste management and recycling are the most problematic. Water pollution and deforestation were the environmental problems indicated in the responses.

40% of the respondents felt that their government promotes conservation and environmental preservation through public policies, while 60% think the opposite. When asked what action they would like to achieve as youth to improve the environmental situation, they replied that they would be interested in creating ecological projects, create or improve a legal framework to protect the environment from polluting industries and demand that the government requests from the private sector the promotion of pro-environmental practices.

 
Regarding the Summit’s mandates, there is a commitment to, through investments and policies, promote urban development based on sustainable cities. 

ENERGY

In the Virtual Consultation, in which there were almost 900 youth respondents, the perception of respondents regarding the work their governments are doing on the energy problematic was divided into 3 categories: 48.72% said there was no investment in energy sources that negatively impact the environment; 35.90% feel that there is little investment in energy and the country suffers from energy insecurity; Finally, 15.38% said that their government favors investment in cleaner sources of energy.

Overall, there is a negative trend with respect to the belief that governments are promoting policies that encourage investment in green energy, that is, respondents argued that there is little or no policy for green power in their respective countries.

An excellent number that was extracted from the survey is that 78.95% of respondents would be willing to pay more for green energy, this says a lot about the current culture of new generations. The energy sources that respondents believe need more investment in their country are solar energy, wind power and biofuels.
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Finally, when asked about what they think are the main causes of crisis and energy instability at home, they responded that the lack of investment in power generation and political reasons are responsible for the existence of such problems.

The Summit’s mandates have committed to the energy problematic by assigning international financial institutions to study ways to optimize and facilitate project financing mechanisms in the energy sector, including those developed by the private sector, particularly those aimed at improving efficiency, coverage and quality of energy services, the use of renewable energy, the adequacy of legal and regulatory frameworks, and promoting regional integration.
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