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SUMMARY OF THE FIFTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SUMMIT IMPLEMENTATION REVIEW GROUP FOR 2015
Ambassador Jesús Sierra Victoria, Permanent Representative of Panama and Chair of the meeting, welcomed the distinguished national coordinators of the Summits process, deputy national coordinators, permanent representatives to the OAS, and delegates representing member states. 
Having called the meeting to order, the Chair submitted the draft agenda (GRIC/O.5/doc.31/15) and the draft schedule (GRIC/O.5/doc.32/15) for the consideration of those present. On this matter, the delegation of Venezuela requested an amendment to the title of the Joint Summit Working Group report, for it to read “Report on the Efforts Being Made by the Institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) to Support the Management and Implementation of Initiatives Arising from the Seventh Summit.” The delegations of Bolivia and Nicaragua endorsed this new language. There being no further comments, the draft agenda and the draft schedule were adopted as amended. 
· Opening remarks by Jesús Sierra Victoria, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS
The opening remarks delivered by Ambassador Sierra Victoria were published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.2/15. 
· Presentation of the Report on the Efforts Being Made by the Institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) to Support the Management and Implementation of Initiatives Arising from the Seventh Summit 
At the outset, the Chair reminded the delegations that at the SIRG ministerial held during the Seventh Summit of the Americas in Panama City last April, mindful there was no consensus on certain issues from the document and in a bid to build on the efforts made by member states, the delegations had agreed that the OAS General Secretariat could transfer the progress made by the member states to the institutions of the inter-American system and those of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) to manage execution of a number of mandates, and this was agreed on.  The Chair explained that the purpose of this decision was accentuate the areas in which our governments find common ground and to promote, together with the institutional partners of the Summits process, effective implementation of mandates that benefit the citizens of our region.
Continuing on this, the Chair announced that following the Summit, as Chair of the Joint Summit Working Group, the OAS Secretary General had written to these 12 organizations conveying this decision of the member states and asking the institutions to adopt, in accordance with their respective procedures, decisions to support the management and implementation of the “Mandates for Action” from the Seventh Summit of the Americas.
The Chair then offered OAS Secretary for Hemispheric Affairs Ambassador James Lambert the floor to deliver the report on the efforts being made by the JSWG institutions to support the management and implementation of initiatives arising from the Seventh Summit.  Ambassador Lambert's presentation was published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.3/15. The full report on the JSWG initiatives was published as document GRIC/O.5/INF.1/15. 
Following Ambassador Lambert's presentation, the delegations underscored the importance of the report he delivered and the progress that the Joint Summit Working Group had made in implementing programs for initiatives arising from the Seventh Summit of the Americas. They thanked the JSWG for its support in managing them.  
The delegations also acknowledged the Panama Summit as a historic summit, as it was the first one in which Cuba participated. 
The delegations also discussed – and offered various perspectives on – the mandates/initiatives arising from the Seventh Summit. While the delegations agreed with the decision taken at the meeting of foreign ministers prior to the Summit to transfer to the JSWG institutions management and implementation of those issues on which the delegations found consensus, they had different opinions as to whether those issues that enjoyed consensus should be called “mandates” or “initiatives.”  In expressing their views, the delegations recalled the Final Declaration of the Seventh Summit presented by President Varela, and the agreements reached by the Foreign Ministers at the meeting held prior to the plenary of the Seventh Summit. 
· Dialogue of the delegations on follow-up on the Seventh Summit of the Americas
Under this item, the delegation of Panama reported on the progress being made by the Government of Panama in implementing initiatives from the Seventh Summit. That information was circulated as document GRIC/O.5/INF.4/15. 
· Final Considerations, Other Business, and Closing Session
Under this item, the delegation of Colombia stressed the importance of the meeting of principals held during the Panama Summit and the importance of education in general. Against that backdrop, the representative of Colombia offered two concrete examples of work being done by the IDB and the World Bank on the issue of education, saying it would be important to coordinate with other meetings of Heads of State taking place in the region, where there was overlap on these issues. 
There being no further comments from the delegations, the meeting was adjourned. 
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