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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE VIRTUAL CONSULTATION
WITH CIVIL SCOIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS
IN THE PREPARATORY PHASE OF THE VIII SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
From October 9 to 25, 2017, representatives of civil society and social actors from 18
 States participating in the Summits Process shared, through the virtual forum of the Eighth Summit of the Americas, a space for dialogue and exchange of ideas on the issue of corruption and its impacts on democratic governance.

This virtual forum was organized as part of the Eighth Summits of the Americas preparation process and was coordinated by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat in conjunction with the government of Peru in its capacity as the host country of the Eighth Summit of the Americas and Chair of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG).

A synthesis is presented below of the main conclusions drawn by forum participants regarding the three thematic pillars proposed by the organizers.

Impacts of corruption

During the forum, participants made a list of the main impacts of the cycle of corruption on their countries’ governance. This open list is the following:

· Increase in inequality, exclusion, and poverty.

· Decrease in real investment in the implementation of public policies.

· Limited aptitude of officials responsible for making political, technical, and budgetary decisions.

· Limited impact of policies, programs, and projects inasmuch as these are focused on a particular interest.

Effects on the exercise of human rights 

Participants also reflected on how corruption affects the exercise of human rights:

· It reduces resources that the States invest in solving problems and ensuring fundamental rights. The money lost from corruption could and should be channeled to more and better social programs, technological innovation, productivity, and infrastructure.

· Safeguarding rights is conditioned by the ability to obtain perks. This fact perniciously intersects with the inequality of our societies, reinforcing perceptions of privileged classes, biased pursuit of justice, and impunity.

Existing mechanisms to fight it and those that can be implemented in the future

Many countries in Latin American have tools and laws on transparency and access to public information. However, it is crucial to take the next step, i.e.—to make this information accessible to the greatest number of people possible and thereby enabling civil society and the free press to exercise oversight. The role of these sectors should not be seen negatively, given that they supplement the work undertaken by state bodies.

With respect to actions that governments take to fight corruption, participants found the following recommendations extremely useful:

· Begin education on democratic and anti-corruption values in school.

· Create or strengthen mechanisms for access to public information with a view to transforming isolated measures into a concrete open government policy.

· Create or strengthen institutional mechanisms that ensure independence of oversight bodies. This means, bolstering competences and capacity for action by State institutions charged with implementing the fight against corruption.

· Include the justice administration as an indispensable actor in reforming the system to fight corruption.

· Facilitate citizen oversight and create partnerships with organizations that implement these initiatives. 

On this last point it is important to point out that citizen oversight is evolving toward a model in which the use of new information and data journalism technologies have and will have a great impact. 
Thus, normative frameworks that make data on government activities available to citizens (transparency laws) mean it possible for there to be oversight of this information and for civil society and investigative press to make revelations that point to clear acts of corruption or circumstantial evidence thereof.

Cooperation, International Institutional Frameworks, and Public-Private Partnerships 

The fight against corruption should involve all of society. Thus, participants found that it was crucial that partnerships be formed between private institutions, States, and citizens. 

In this sense, creating international standards and the very pressure exerted by international organizations with regard to governance problems associated with corruption are essential for bringing about changes in government anti-corruption policies. Additionally, efforts to establish advisory bodies or councils made up of international experts are concrete examples—although not without difficulties and problems in their execution—of the usefulness of expertise from other countries in addressing the problem, above all in situations in which objective perspectives are sought from outside.

The private sector should also commit to transparency, public information, and accountability in cases where they execute resources of the State. 

Here the participation of business trade associations is key in order to create codes of conduct and transparency practices that are more than necessary given the sector’s interrelation with the State.

Final Conclusion

Forum participants collectively built a comprehensive vision of the phenomenon of corruption. Hence, the measures suggested address the problem from various perspectives and entail the commitment of all democratic institutions. The strategy envisaged, for that same reason, can only come about as the result of an overall national and international consensus with respect to the prevention and fight against corruption. In this sense, partial approaches can mitigate aspects of this phenomenon but will always be insufficient. 
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