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This report briefly summarizes the efforts of the Summits Secretariat carried out in coordination with the Chair of the Summits process—the Government of Peru—to strengthen participation by civil society organizations and social actors in the Eighth Summit of the Americas process, from the preparatory phase through to the present time.
As part of the preparatory phase and in the days leading up to the Summit, a series of activities were held with the participation of that sector across different spheres for the purpose of sharing their vision and views, as well as for formulating recommendations on the main theme of the Summit, “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” and its three subthemes: (a) Democratic Governance and Corruption; (b) Corruption and Sustainable Development; and (c) Aspects of Cooperation, International Institutions, and Public-Private Partnerships.
Broadly speaking, the preparatory phase included national consultations in 30 participating countries, virtual forums, and a hemispheric dialogue with civil society and social actors. The last provided an opportunity for the 28 spokespersons of the coalitions set up to present the progress in their work on the Summit's themes to the States. The coalitions approach brought together a large number of social actors, helped to make the sector's participation more inclusive, and yielded specific opinions on the themes of the Summit from different perspectives, which were submitted to the States with a view to enriching their discussions.
Those efforts were carried out with the support of the OAS country offices, several institutions belonging to the Joint Summit Working Group, and other key actors.
In relation to the days immediately prior to the Eighth Summit, spaces were created for civil society and social actors to agree on and finalize their recommendations to be put forward in the framework of a hemispheric forum, a dialogue between social actors and high-level government representatives, and, subsequently, at the plenary of the Eighth Summit, in which representatives of the official forums that worked throughout the Eighth Summit process took part, including civil society organizations, indigenous peoples, youth, and the private sector. The last, held in the framework of the Summit itself, represented a landmark in terms of the sector's participation, reflecting the political will of the Government of Peru in that regard. 
A compilation of this entire process can be found in Civil Society and Social Actors Contributions in the VIII Summit of the Americas Process, 2017-2018, which is available online and was distributed to the delegations.

Follow-Up and Implementation
For the follow-up and implementation phase of the Lima Commitment, the Summits Secretariat initially carried out an analysis of civil society and social actor participation in the framework of the Eighth Summit process. The purpose was to inform future measures for strengthening the participation and influence of that sector in the Eighth Summit implementation and follow-up phase.
The analysis included conducting a survey
 and holding focus groups.

The survey of civil society organizations and social actors in the Summits Secretariat database, including those that took part in the Eighth Summit, yielded the following recommendations from that sector regarding their participation in the process.
a) Increase the sector’s influence on the Summits process
b) Broaden its interaction with government representatives in the region and with the Summits Secretariat
c) Receive financial support for participation in on-site activities
d) Generate more activities that include opportunities for dialogue in the Summits process 
e) Timely dissemination and follow-up of the results of meetings
f) Increase dissemination of events, especially at the local level
The focus groups highlighted a number of best practices and projects in individual countries that could enrich the Lima Commitment implementation and follow-up phase. The recommendations put forward centered on generation and dissemination of public information through on-site and virtual mechanisms; strengthening and dissemination of inter-American anticorruption mechanisms; the importance of providing protection to corruption whistleblowers; and holding anticorruption public awareness campaigns at the national and regional levels with the assistance of information technology and social media platforms.
They also highlighted various activities in which they were interested in taking part during this phase, such as dialogues or meetings with experts to exchange ideas and experience; training workshops on prevention and combating corruption; and development of anticorruption networks across a broad range of civil society organizations and social actors.
The findings of the analysis have provided the Summits Secretariat with more elements to enable it to work effectively with this sector in the follow-up and implementation phase, with particular importance accorded to the following:
· Generate a space to highlight projects and practices being implemented by civil society and social actors for preventing and combating corruption. 
· Promote greater interaction between civil society/social actors, national coordinators of the Summits process, and JSWG organizations.
· Coordinate the creation of national networks comprising organizations that work to prevent and combat corruption. 
· Organize dialogues with experts on preventing and combating corruption.
· Advance existing participation spaces, such as national and virtual consultations.
Taking into account the above and the provisions of the Mechanism for Follow-up and Implementation of the Lima Commitment in relation to the participation of civil society and other actors, the Summits Secretariat, in coordination with the Chair and other key partners in the Summits process, including JSWG organizations, looks forward to its coming actions with this sector.
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�	Civil Society and Social Actors Contributions in the VIII Summit of the Americas Process, 2017-2018 is available at:


http://www.summit-americas.org/Social_Actors_2018/Compilacion%20de%20Contribuciones%20ASCA_EN.pdf


More information about the efforts carried out jointly by the Summits Secretariat and the Chair to promote the participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in the framework of the Summits process is available at http://www.summit-americas.org/cs.html.


� 	Survey: 528 responses from individuals in 34 countries in the region (except Cuba). The Summits Secretariat sent the survey to all the organizations in its database, including those that took part in the Eighth Summit. 


� 	Focus groups: The Summits Secretariat held information sessions with civil society and social actors from September 10 to 13, 2018, in 24 countries taking part in the Summits process (Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Panama, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago).





