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The XXXV Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (ministerial level) took place on June 7, 2004 during the XXXIV General Assembly of the Organization of American States in the Swissôtel in Quito, Ecuador. The agenda included the following points: 
1.
Welcoming remarks by the Argentine Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship, Ambassador Rafael Bielsa

The Meeting was chaired by the Argentine Minister of Foreign Affairs, International Trade and Worship, Ambassador Rafael Bielsa, in his capacity as Chair of the Fourth Summit of the Americas. Ambassador Bielsa presented Argentina’s vision for the Fourth Summit of the Americas, which will take place during the first week of November 2005 in Argentina. He added that hopefully the Summit will produce a brief, programmatic document that will arouse the interest of the whole hemisphere. Therefore, he suggested “Job Creation to Confront Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance” as the next Summit’s theme. As a final point, he referred to the need to continue consolidating the Summit Process and to develop indicators that will allow for a more appropriate follow-up to mandates, which in turn will facilitate the analysis and evaluation of the actions taken.
2. 
Speech by OAS Secretary General, César Gaviria, on the work done in support of the Summit implementation process. 

César Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS, underscored the growing role of the institutions in the Summit Process. He stated that since Quebec City the work done in certain areas, such as the fight against poverty, small and medium size enterprises, remittances and health, among others, has been intensified. Since the Quebec City Summit and the Special Summit of the Americas held in Monterrey, the institutions and the countries have taken on the responsibility of ensuring an appropriate coordination in the implementation of mandates. The Secretary General also affirmed that the organizations of the Joint Summit Working Group should seek a niche in their support to countries in the fight against poverty. He underlined that the OAS has provided a permanent support to the Summits process and has developed pilot cooperation programs through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat and the different technical units. He stated that the OAS can contribute significantly in areas of State reform related to the fight against poverty. The Secretary General underlined the importance of the educational systems in preventing poverty from spreading. He also referred to the importance of ministerial meetings, such as the education and labor meetings, where ideas and actions to combat poverty are generated and through which the Summits Plans of Action are implemented. The Secretary General also took note of Argentina’s leadership in this process and expressed his confidence in the preparations for the next Summit. The Secretary General pointed out that this is a good opportunity for the countries to work on the issue of job creation, which is an issue that can generate positive results in the social arena. 
The Secretary General offered the continuing support of the OAS Summits of the Americas Secretariat in the preparation for the IV Summit.

Finally, the Secretary General presented the report coordinated by the Summits Secretariat “The Fight against Corruption”, which compiles works done by the Joint Summit Working Group institutions in the area of corruption, the General Assembly’s main theme. 
3. 
Comments by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs on possible themes of the IV Summit of the Americas

Argentina

Minister Rafael Bielsa explained the theme suggested by Argentina for the IV Summit of the Americas. Minister Bielsa said that the proposal comes from a global and common demand to design and implement policies to promote adequate frameworks for the creation of productive employment, the protection of labor rights as well as a broad inter-sector dialogue, while restating the role of employment as the main vehicle of social integration. He affirmed that a shared future relies on a dual challenge: linking employment with freedom, equity, dignity and social protection and then connecting these attributes with efficiency, productivity and competitiveness as a strategy  to promote a model for development that expands opportunities for individual  and social progress.
Minister Bielsa also referred to the figures provided by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), according to which the richest 20% of the Latin American population earns 54% of the national income, whereas the poorest 20% earns only 4%. In this respect, the extreme poverty of a large portion of the population poses huge challenges. The region’s democratic experience in recent years has highlighted a governance crisis that translates into frustration and disenchantment with respect to the functioning of institutions. Minister Bielsa reaffirmed that democracy and economic and social development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing. In order to consolidate democratic institutions, countries must expand economic benefits to the poorest sectors. Moreover, growth can no longer be considered a success if it does not lead to the well-being of the people.  
For this reason, policies for the creation of productive employment should be implemented in order to achieve a better and fairer income distribution. Additionally, the Minister mentioned that corruption and impunity should no longer be tolerated in our societies and that education must be considered as a tool for social inclusion. Minister Bielsa affirmed that Summit issues should not be regarded as detached and removed from the people’s needs, but rather as proof of their governments efforts in tackling the main challenges that confront them. The Minister concluded his remarks by stating that  Argentina will seek to characterize the Fourth Summit of the Americas with a Declaration that will be able to generate action

 with few words. 

México

The Undersecretary for Latin America and the Caribbean, Miguel Hakim, presented a report on the Special Summit of the Americas (SSA) which took place on January 12 -13 in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon. Undersecretary Hakim explained that the Special Summit was organized in response to the new international landscape, as an effort to face new challenges such as high levels of poverty in the region and to integrate the fourteen newly elected leaders of the Americas into the Summit process. Civil society, the academic and private sectors participated in this Summit. The SSA adopted the Nuevo Leon Declaration, which includes 75 paragraphs on issues related to economic growth with equity to reduce poverty, social development and democratic governance. Undersecretary Hakim highlighted some of the SSA themes, such as the tripling of credit granted by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the mechanism to support small and medium size enterprises (SME), including the simplification of transactions and access to credit, expanding the scope of educational systems, and the commitment to provide treatment to a larger number of HIV/AIDS patients and the support for anti-corruption mechanisms, among others. The Undersecretary stated that the SSA represents an advancement in the broadening of the inter-American agenda, which in particular has redefined the OAS’ agenda. 
Ecuador

The representative from Ecuador indicated that in the area of justice issues, his country has made efforts in the fight against transnational crime. He mentioned that the countries of the region have been adapting their judicial systems over the last decade in order to prevent impunity. This new system grants new responsibilities to the public prosecutor’s office and ministries that has transformed this keystone of the criminal justice system. He underlined that mutual legal assistance systems should be strengthened and that it is necessary to advocate for the ratification of international cooperation instruments. As a final point, he called for the support of the public prosecutor’s office and the ministries in their fight against corruption. 
Canada
The representative from Canada supported the theme proposed by Argentina for the IV Summit and congratulated Mexico on its role in the Special Summit of the Americas. In addition, Canada expressed its satisfaction with the General Assembly’s theme and stated that it is necessary to show progress in the fight against corruption. Likewise, Canada elaborated on the importance of civil society participation in the Summit process and congratulated Mexico on its achievements in involving civil society in the SSA. Finally, he highlighted the importance of the SSA for Canada by mentioning that it was the first international event their new Prime Minister attended. 
Brazil
The representative from Brazil welcomed Argentina’s suggestion to make the creation of employment the focal point of the next Summit. In their view, employment is the most efficient tool against social exclusion. 
United States
Ambassador John F. Maisto, US National Coordinator for the Summits of the Americas, highlighted that the Summits of the Americas represent the shared vision of our leaders. The process’ credibility depends on the implementation of mandates. The Ambassador mentioned three examples that demonstrate how the United States is working with its hemispheric partners in the implementation of this common agenda:
1) During the Quebec City Summit, President Bush announced the creation of three Centers of Excellence for the Training of Teachers in Central America, the Andes and the Caribbean. During the first 18 months of operation, these centers have trained more than 3,000 teachers and have carried out approximately 400 new projects to improve students learning.  

2) In the Special Summit of the Americas, the leaders undertook to deny safe haven to corrupt officials and their assets. At this moment this proclamation is being implemented by refusing American visas to corrupt officials, to those who corrupt them as well as their dependants. 
3) The United States maintains their commitment to the creation of a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). During the Special Summit the countries reiterated their will to complete the negotiations leading to the FTAA by the year 2005. The United States supports this initiative by providing US$150 million per year in training to the countries of the region to promote free markets. 
With respect to the SSA mandates, the United States is committed to the implementation of strengthening property rights, the reduction in time and cost to start a business, to deepening the commitment with regards to education, in providing treatment for HIV/AIDS patients and the strengthening of multilateral anti-corruption mechanisms.

Ambassador Maisto emphasized that Argentina properly identified many of the leaders’ concerns, which will be examined in the next Summit. 

Uruguay

Uruguay’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Didier Operti,  underscored the fundamental content of the theme proposed by Argentina. Nearly 500,000 jobs were created in Uruguay last year and the country grew by 7 - 8%. Without jobs, there is marginality, no family income and no belief in institutional values. 
Chile

The representative from Chile affirmed that the Fourth Summit of the Americas’ theme must draw on the countries’ concerns and that employment is an issue that requires a long-term commitment. The SIRG must take advantage of the efforts made by each country and the institutions. This must be a coordinated task in order for the Fourth Summit to be an opportunity to deepen hemispheric commitments. The Minister of Foreign Affairs also took the occasion to thank Secretary General Cesar Gaviria for the OAS’ support to the Summit Process. 
PAHO
The Pan-American Health Organization’s (PAHO) Director, Dr.  Mirta Roses, informed the SIRG that the ministerial Meeting on Health will take place on June 17-18, 2005 in Mar de Plata, Argentina. The meeting will focus on the preparation of health-related themes that should be included in the Fourth Summit, which are also related to the Millennium Development Goals. 

Minister Bielsa presented a calendar and a plan of activities (enclosed) for the preparations of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, which includes consultations with member states and different social actors. The XXXVI Meeting of the SIRG will take place on October 19-20, 2004 in Washington, DC.
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