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Eighth Summit of the Americas Trade Union Declaration
In the framework of the Eighth Summit of the Americas, the Hemisphere’s trade union movement, represented by its organization, the Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA-CSA), and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor of the Organization of American States (IACML/OAS), meeting in Lima, Peru, on April 11, 2018, to consider and debate the situation of workers of the Americas, adopt this “Declaration of COSATE – TUCA-CSA before the Eighth Summit of Heads of State of the Americas.” 
“Democratic governance against corruption”: the vision of workers of the Americas
Democratic governance from the perspective of workers of the Americas must be based on the idea of consolidating democracy and the real mechanisms for its governance.
This requires the participation of society in decisions as a guarantee for their effective implementation and to protect it from violence, war, militarism, crime, and other scourges that are at the root of institutionalized corruption.
We stress that democratic governance must provide social justice, promote freedom of association and collective bargaining, ensure equality between genders, and generational and ethnic groups, and lead to overcoming inequalities and asymmetries that affect our region.
The slogan under which this Summit has been convened, “Democratic governance against corruption,” faces a complex regional scenario, the principal characteristics of which are the radicalization of conservative, anti-democratic agendas, with economic and political programs that hark back to periods we believed the region had already left behind and whose impacts affect most social and working-class sectors, but particularly the most vulnerable:  women, youth, ethnic groups, migrants, impoverished sectors, human rights defenders, and other social leaders.
The objectives of the Eighth Summit express a marked contradiction and cynicism as they fly in the face of reality. Indeed, the alleged fight against corruption is used to undermine the foundations of democracy and limit its mechanisms, imposing agendas that are far from the needs of the people. 
From the trade union movement, we condemn corruption as a phenomenon that structurally erodes our societies and democratic institutions, enjoys impunity, and misappropriates significant resources that should be used for overcoming serious inequalities and asymmetries that violate the political, economic, social, and environmental rights of thousands of people from all sectors, particularly the working class.
Corruption is useful for the dominant economic system inasmuch as it allows billions of dollars to be appropriated by a handful of groups of public and private actors and diverted to tax havens, using other unlawful financial instruments, without effective mechanisms to fight and punish this. Furthermore, it imposes rules that support the neoliberal model which is the major beneficiary of the pillaging of national resources and appropriation of millions of peoples’ work.
One of the most harmful and widespread corrupt practices is the diversion of resources by large companies and economic groups through tax evasion and avoidance. These practices are not decried by large media outlets, nor are they prosecuted by police or judicial institutions; this demonstrates the fake moralism of those who hold power, flouting their mandate to exercise democratic governance. We, the workers, are pushing for tax justice because we are convinced that appropriate regulation, transparency, and accountability always have an impact on the distribution of wealth so as to attain decent work and reduce poverty and inequality in all its forms.
We, the workers, are fighting against corruption, both of the corrupt as well as the corrupters, wherever they may be from. We, the workers, are combatting the structural causes of corruption and the legal engineering of the political system that is established to perpetuate corruption as a form of domination and exploitation.
We note, however, that the fight against corruption can be used in a biased and politicized manner, as is occurring in some countries, in order to thwart political rivals, prosecute and criminalize some sectors, and conceal and further corruption committed by others.
We, the workers, do not want the battle cry against corruption to be used to silence or conceal peoples’ other fundamental problems.
We reject the manipulative idea that corruption is the region’s main problem and we will not lend ourselves to having it used as the “new enemy,” as was previously done with communism or drug trafficking.
The most serious case of derailing the “anti-corruption” fight can be seen in Brazil, where former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was imprisoned without any crime having been proved, thus violating legal instruments, the constitution, and his legitimate right to defense, with the clear intention of denying him his political rights and stopping him from participating in the 2018 presidential elections.
Lula’s persecution is the most scandalous crime being committed against democracy in the name of the “fight against corruption,” together with the parliamentary, judicial, and media coup d’état against President Dilma Rousseff, which has enabled implementation of an anti-working class, anti-national agenda at the service of economic interests.
Lula is innocent and we therefore consider him a political prisoner. In an exercise of solidarity, we call for an international struggle until we obtain his release.
Given the region’s current situation, the possibility of equitable globalization with social justice is ever more elusive
Technological changes, transformations in methods of production, and the oversized influence of the financial system with the resulting insistence on structural adjustment policies and labor deregulation has led to stark asymmetries between countries, with competitiveness accomplished solely by diminishing workers’ rights. 

This financialization of the economy triggers massive loss of employment and precarious working conditions that lead to impoverished workers bereft of rights, for whom work is no longer a guarantee of social integration. We note that public services (education, health, social security, provision of water, etc.) are being weakened to justify their privatization. 

The “new” neo-liberal wave in the region is based on the entrenchment of the rationale behind free trade and investment treaties, whose real effects are widely known by the trade union movement. The economic agenda of the right in power is strengthened with increasing trade liberalization, greater guarantees for capital, greater labor flexibilization, and further cuts to social policies.
Large companies, and in particular multinationals, continue to be the greatest beneficiaries of these economic policies. Multinationals are favored by policies to attract foreign direct investment which, without significant costs to themselves, hand over development of natural resources, create limited and unstable jobs, and offer special tax-exempt regimes, allowing them to wield political influence to change social and environmental legislation that is unfavorable to their business dealings. This economic, legal, and legislative influence mechanism that multinationals use is one of the factors contributing to major corruption in our countries, which destabilizes democracy and undermines the capacity of States to exercise their functions.  
In a short period of time Latin America and the Caribbean has gone from being a region that presented itself as an area for regional integration, cooperation among countries, economic complementarity, and solidarity among peoples and nations, to again being an area under the influence of colonial interests and pro-imperialist agendas at the service of transnational capital. The alternative integration initiatives, like the Union of South American Nations (USAN) and the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), are being blocked because several governments and the interests that support them prefer realignment with the agenda of US interests, instead of promoting initiatives for regional sovereignty that favor development, democratic consolidation, and peace. 

We express our concern for the situation in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela and condemn the manner in which groups of governments with specific interests run roughshod over international institutional frameworks to further actions to interfere in a sovereign democratic State and create a climate of instability, confrontation, and violence among its people. 
We reject the adoption of blockade measures that harm the Venezuelan people—sanctions and other economic, financial, and diplomatic measures—because they violate international law and worsen the deteriorating social, economic, and political situation of the Venezuelan people. We demand respect for the sovereign decisions of its people, by means of the instruments and democratic institutional framework provided for in its national constitution. 

We condemn the external interference in this country and demand a responsible commitment on the part of the governments of the region to democracy, peace, sovereignty without exclusions, thus promoting effective understanding among different political actors and favoring dialogue and negotiation. 

Trade unionism in the Americas and its commitment to democracy, justice, and true integration
The Hemisphere’s trade union movement reiterates its position as an active social and political actor of democracy. 
We maintain that the exercise of democracy or governance is not possible in a region that continues to be the most unequal in the world despite its wealth and the effort of millions of men and women who work.
We reject economic and political authoritarianism that seeks to impose the minority [will] on the majority as a means to resolve the serious problems of the region. It will not be walls, be they real or virtual, which stop millions of human beings on the Continent from yearning for dignity and justice. We categorically reject the criminalization of migrant workers and decry the militarization of borders.
The free exercise of all democratic freedoms and all economic, political, social, environmental, and cultural rights is vital. In this regard, the States have the responsibility to ensure their effective realization, in an environment of peace, understanding, respect, and inclusion. Every person—women, men, youth, ethnic groups, and other mainstream social groups—must be visible and their voices must be included in all decisions that concern them. 

We, the workers, are suffering setbacks in the institutions of law in our region, which affects our peoples and must be reversed in order to achieve sustainable and inclusive development. We maintain our aspirations regarding transparency in the exercise of politics, freedom of expression, a judiciary that is independent from political power and the power of large corporations, and a strengthening of freedom of association and social dialogue as the corner stones of democracy.
TUCA-CSA expresses its support for and solidarity with the Peruvian people and trade union movement that have mobilized nationwide to protest against corruption and the pacts of impunity that seek to entrench themselves in institutional frameworks. 
We welcome the convening of the Summit of the Peoples as an expression of the sovereign, democratic exercise of legitimate representation of the interests, aspirations, and desires of the diversity that we represent as peoples of the Americas. 
Trade Union Technical Advisory Council of the IACML-OAS (COSATE)

Trade Union Confederation of the Americas (TUCA-CSA)

Lima, April 11, 2018
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