[image: image1.jpg]OAS

Voe s

N

VIl Summit
of the Americas

MA-PERU-2018




iv

PARTICIPATION OF SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE
OEA/Ser.E
ACTIVITIES OF THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS
ASCA/Foro-42/18

12 April 2018

Original: Spanish
REPORT ON THE STATEMENTS PRESENTED BY OFFICIAL COALITIONS OF 
THE EIGHTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS AT THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN 
SOCIAL ACTORS AND HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES 
TABLE OF CONTENTS
1DIALOGUE BETWEEN SOCIAL ACTORS AND  HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES


1Coalition for Good Governance and a Strengthened Civil Society


2A Civic Observatory for an Open Parliament


2Youth and Human Rights Coalition against Corruption and for Transparency in the Americas


4Transparency, Open Government, and Public Participation


5Coalition for Human Development


6Democratic Governance and Corruption Coalition


7International Coalition of Organizations for Human Rights in the Americas


8Movement for Human Rights and against Corruption


9Regional Forum for Child and Gender-related Social, Cultural, and Political Rights


10Population, Sexual and Reproductive Rights, and Development


12Abya Yala Indigenous Coordination


14Religion, Beliefs, and Spiritualities in Dialogue with Civil Society


17American Drug Policy Coalition for the Summits of the Americas (CAPD)


19Interfaith Alliance for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development


20Regional Coalition for the Rights of Women and Girls with Disability


22LGBTTTI Advocacy in the Americas Coalition


23Coalition for the Dignity of Persons with Disabilities in the Americas


24Alliance against Corruption but for Sustainable Development in  Central America, North America and the Caribbean


25Democracy, Business and Human Rights


27Comprehensive Care and the Right to Health in Latin America


28Comprehensive Early Childhood, Childhood and Adolescent Care  against Corruption and for Sustainable Development


29The Role of Young People against Corruption and for Sustainable Development


30Citizen Forum of the Americas


32International Networks Saving Lives in Response to Human Trafficking


33Afro-Descendant Movement in the Americas Coalition


34Social Actors Partnering with International Institutions to Advance to More Just Societies


35Transparency, Human Rights, and Participation through ICTs  for Better Governance and Citizenship



 
DIALOGUE BETWEEN SOCIAL ACTORS AND 
HIGH-LEVEL GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES
This report contains the statements made by each spokesperson of the official coalitions
 of the Eighth Summit of the Americas during the Dialogue between Social Actors and High-Level Government Representatives, which took place on April 12, 2018, in Lima, Peru. These statements focus on these actors’ recommendations with regard to one of the three (3) thematic pillars of the Eighth Summit
 for consideration by the States participating in the Summits process.
For more information about the activities carried out with civil society and social actors during the preparatory process for the Eighth Summit, please visit the following link: Here.

The statements made by each one of the coalitions are included below: 

Thematic Pillar 1: Democratic Governance and Corruption
Coalition for Good Governance and a Strengthened Civil Society
We are witnessing an unprecedented crisis of corruption throughout the continent that is devastating the democratic system, its institutions, and above all human rights. Where there is no democracy, we observe the emergence of authoritarianism and impunity that undermines the credibility of the democratic system. For this reason, we urge governments to strengthen the independence of their branches and in particular the justice system.
The social cost of corruption affects human development because it robs us of basic rights and condemns us to live in a context of economic and cultural impoverishment that impairs our development and hinders the creation of laws and/or democratic institutions that ensure full rights.
For all these reasons, States must build, develop, and ensure enabling environments to work together with society to strengthen transparency, institutions, and democracy; environments that allow for participation and freedom of information, expression, assembly, and peaceful protest, among others.
At the same time, it is important to generate greater connectivity in the countries of the region because the internet can be a powerful tool in reinforcing trust as well as transparency processes, and in restoring an enabling environment. However, a process should be launched to teach responsible use of the internet that can empower citizens and legitimize authority through mechanisms of democratic participation. 

We are losing the battle against corruption. Let’s not let corruption steal our democracy and human rights.
A Civic Observatory for an Open Parliament
Our understanding is that civic observatories’ main role is to monitor, assess, oversee, and advocate in certain aspects of public life. Additionally, they promote citizen participation and empower it by legitimizing information available on public activities. Civic observatories have a two-pronged purpose—they are monitoring closely to underscore areas of opportunity, not only to highlight problems, but also propose solutions.
Description: The Civic Observatory for an Open Parliament is an initiative whose goal is to promote effective citizen monitoring, assessment, and participation regarding the discussion and preparation of legislation and budget allocations, as well as to learn about the agenda of issues to be debated in the parliamentary plenaries of every government of the countries participating in the Eighth Summit of the Americas. This must be an open, plural, inclusive, diverse, and active forum that allows the voice of citizens to be heard and strengthens democracy through transparent information regarding parliamentary work, as well as compliance with the principles of open parliament, thus hindering acts of corruption impunity, and conflicts of interest.
General Objectives: The Civic Observatory for an Open Parliament aims to have access to sessions of parliaments and promote broadcasting parliamentary proceedings in real time on open media channels. It further aims to make lobbying more transparent and implement assessments that measure compliance with the principles of open government. Thus, citizen trust in parliaments grows through actions that promote transparency, access to information on legislative work, and prevention of corruption and conflicts of interest. 
Specific Objectives: To facilitate citizen’s access to information on parliamentary work. To collaborate with parliaments to open their data and increase their legislative transparency indicators, especially in relation to participation, citizen services, and accountability. To promote collaboration with different political groups that make up parliaments so that they implement anti-corruption measures and make information more transparent.
Youth and Human Rights Coalition against Corruption and for Transparency in the Americas
Our Hemisphere and in particular the Latin American region continues to be marked by enormous inequalities. The concentration of wealth and power mutually reinforce each other through different practices like corruption, especially affecting the development of those in a more vulnerable position, such as persons with disabilities, youth, and minority groups of all kinds. The limitation of fundamental rights of social groups in our region has brought about impoverishment and marginalization of such groups. Dictatorships are extreme examples of this, as in Cuba and Venezuela where the human rights of entire peoples are systematically violated and the minimum salary of both countries together does not exceed 30 dollars. 

We have identified the need for citizens to have greater access to information on the State’s activities. Transparency and accountability on the part of State institutions vis-à-vis society ensure that the reasons behind every governmental decision and its resources are clear and public knowledge—in other words they strengthen democracy.
We call attention to the government corruption that exists in functioning democracies such as the cases of Bolivia, Brazil, Mexico, and Peru. This phenomenon undermines the principles and requirements of a democratic State, hindering the full exercise of rights, destroying the legitimacy of institutions and increasing the perception of impunity. Immunity is no excuse for impunity and effective justice must be independent and ensure equal treatment of all citizens under the law. 

We highlight that many corruption cases in the last two years involve the main actors of the so-called socialism of the 21st century. This methodology, driven and propagated by the Sao Paulo forum, an organization linked from its inception to armed groups such as the FARC and created by the dictator Fidel Castro and former President Lula Da Silva, now convicted of crimes of corruption.
Socialism of the 21st century has been used by the Cuban dictatorship’s intelligence apparatus to extend its influence throughout the region spreading authoritarian practices with the economic support of Chavism. It threatens security in the region through its ties with organized crime and by forcing massive migration. The impunity of the Castro regime’s interference is shocking. This regime maintains an army of occupation in Venezuela, according to information revealed by the Secretary General of the OAS. The imperialist behavior of the dictatorship is an essential part of the destabilization of the rule of law in that country, and presumably other countries like Nicaragua where it has crushed political participation of the opposition and Bolivia where the government in power seeks to ignore the will its people expressed on February 21, 2016, in order to remain in power.
We underscore the work of Peru and urge the rest of the States to show solidarity with political refugees and those who migrate for social and economic reasons like Haitians and Salvadorans.  

It is urgent that the democracies that are members of the Organization of American States: 

· Demand the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners and prisoners of conscience in Bolivia, Mexico, Venezuela, and Cuba;
· Apply the Democratic Charter to Venezuela;
· Commit to abolishing laws that restrict freedom of assembly and condemn those States that do not do so;
· Ensure protection of human rights defenders, civil society actors, independent artists, and journalists;
· Recognize the legal personality of forward-looking Cuban civil society actors not recognized by the government; 

· Put an end to the Cuban regime’s impunity, condemning the anti-democratic succession announced for this April 19 and supporting the right of the Cuban people to decide on a democratic change of the system on the island through a free vote with guarantees. 

Transparency, Open Government, and Public Participation

The 44 organizations of coalition 3, “Transparency, Open Government, and Public Participation,” encourage the States meeting at the Eighth Summit of the Americas to make the most of this opportunity and come up with agreements to tackle corruption effectively that include monitoring and outcomes indicators and that take civil society input into account.

Coalition 3 has identified five strategic areas in the fight [against corruption] that should have, as crosscutting pillars, commitments to the right to access to public information, open data, effective citizen participation, detailed accountability, and independent and autonomous oversight agencies. These areas are as follows:

1. Political party and campaign financing
States must commit to: Monitoring election campaign spending and assigning financing oversight to autonomous and independent institutions; establishing compulsory mechanisms for recording all inflows and outflows; instituting mandatory systems for managing and disclosing all resources; making presentation of integrated financial reports (pre- and post-election) to the public in an open data format a requirement; banning and penalizing the improper use of public monies in the context of election campaigns; and ensuring citizen monitoring and access to all information about political financing. 

2. Open budgets, with citizen involvement and subject to oversight
States must commit to having effective systems for managing public resources. We urge the States to adopt commitments aimed at boosting budget transparency via the online and timely publication of documents that make it possible to monitor the reliability of the budget; implement public participation mechanisms throughout budgeting process; and ensure an effective system of accountability for national budgets by guaranteeing the management capacity and autonomy of oversight entities.

3. Autonomous and independent judiciary
States must endow systems for the administration of justice with greater autonomy, independence, technology, capacity, and resources; and create transparent and competitive processes for selecting justice system operators. Regionally, the States must ratify and implement international instruments having to do with international cooperation against corruption; improve and harmonize substantive legislation in all areas of government; move toward direct cooperation between national prosecutors’ offices and judicial actors who investigate cases of corruption; create formal tools for international cooperation; explore the use of informal communication tools among authorities responsible for criminal prosecutions; and encourage the creation and implementation of centralized bank account records.

4. Open government procurement 

States must commit to:  Prohibiting confidentiality clauses in the public procurement of works, services, or goods; ensuring publication of public servants’ asset and interests disclosures; guaranteeing punishment for individuals, businesses, or institutions that violate the prohibitions or fail to comply with requirements; providing in-house units with both authority and material, human, and technological resources; including anti-corruption clauses in contracts; and ensuring the full release of information about public contracts.

5. Inter-American institutional framework

States must commit to supporting the organs of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in order to bring about protocols and procedures that will enable an ongoing and thorough monitoring of the forms and ways corruption manifests itself and the impact thereof on guarantees of rule of law and the prevalence of human rights.

Coalition for Human Development
Democracy is a sovereign and representative form of government, aimed at the common good. Corruption is an act committed for purposes of securing an advantage that is at odds with the moral duty public servants have vis-à-vis the rights of others. A democratic government must necessarily hold the trust and will of the people in order to prosper. Government corruption leads to a loss of national social wealth, which in turn precludes citizens from living in a society that is fair to all.

The Coalition for Human Development understands that corruption can be mitigated or brought to an end through sound human development in society that is aimed at achieving true social wealth, which primarily includes the following four assets: 

1. The basic human rights that are inherent to all people are the most vital assets of national social wealth. This includes, first and foremost, recognition of the right to life from conception until natural death, as well as parents’ right to raise and educate their children within the environment of the family, formed according to natural order. The exercise of such rights fosters a culture of ethics and legality, which is essential for discouraging acts of corruption in society. 

2. Population growth offers economic growth to the individual and to society, thereby creating stability in the region. Public policies along these lines reinforce in the social conscience the principle that each person is considered to be invaluable. Corruption has no place in a society that upholds that principle.

3. Education is key to having an informed and active citizenry. Ethics have to be fostered in comprehensive education in the interest of preventing corruption. Education is ongoing and drives technology and improvements to society that will be creative and innovative. A society that creates educational opportunities based on morals will turn out citizens with strong principles. Every individual is endowed with unique gifts that can be developed and that will lead to prosperous societies. 

4. Infrastructure. Investment in infrastructure produces stability and growth for social and human development, which in turn deters corruption, thereby creating quality of life. Where necessary infrastructure is lacking, a nation’s social wealth wanes, leading to an environment of poverty and social injustice that can easily result in corruption. 

5. At the same time, in view of the consideration given to the United Nations Sustainable Development Plan, the Coalition is proposing that, rather than talking about “sustainable development,” the discussion should instead be about “human development.” If the individual is understood to be the reason for and engine behind development, society will then grow its essential assets for achieving national social wealth, wherein needs are met and limitations are overcome. Human development and social development go hand-in-hand. In this way, democracy is strengthened and corruption has no place in society. 

Democratic Governance and Corruption Coalition
Our coalition is comprised of 44 social and human rights organizations and movements in Argentina, Barbados, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Panama, Venezuela, and Peru. 

We come today to state our views on democratic governance and corruption in our region. We believe that the approach to this issue must extend beyond its conceptual meaning and be examined more broadly, with more inclusive indicators, and from an anti-imperialist and Latin American standpoint. 

Our coalition is concerned about the type of “democracy” that is being fostered and legitimized in our region–a type of democracy whose exercise is negated when its formal stakeholder, the people, becomes invisible. A democracy is real when it embraces policies of social inclusion and respect for older persons, women, sexual diversity, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants, workers, and children. A democracy becomes an empty shell and separate from the people when it negotiates the adoption of neoliberal policies with transnational capital and international financial organizations behind the population’s back and against its legitimate interests. 

In recent decades, Latin America and the Caribbean have been spearheading the adoption of new roles in direct political participation, displacing the representative system that has been negotiating away our peoples’ interests. Our active and participatory vision stands in opposition to the interests of economic capitalism and therefore, the NORTH considers us “an uncommon threat to its interests” and criminalizes populist leaders, depicting them in the media as threats to “democratic stability.” The real threats to our peoples are transnational corporations and economic institutions.

Today we see the impunity with which leaders from the business and financial sector – people who have sworn fealty to capital accumulation – have been installed in the region and how practices such as “lawfare” have become mechanisms for delegitimizing progressive leaders in Latin America. Alleged cases of “corruption” camouflage summary political trials that circumvent due process, becoming genuine coups d’état, delegitimizing the popular will and the vote.

We protest in the strongest way the unilateral and arbitrary barring of Venezuela from this Summit. This decision, which was strictly political, is an assault on multilateralism and international law. It denies participation to a democratically elected Head of State while permitting and celebrating the participation of heads of genocidal governments responsible for military invasions and millions of deaths in the Middle East; Heads of State responsible for acts of corruption; Heads of State financed by narcotrafficking; and others who have collaborated in the impunity of the repressive agents of Operation Condor.  

Far from weakening us, coercive diplomacy such as the unilateral measures and economic blockades imposed against Cuba and Venezuela, harden the commitment of our peoples to a sovereign and independent future. For over 500 years, we have resisted the domination of imperialist countries and fought to build a humanity characterized by greater solidarity, justice, and equality, and we will continue staunchly down this path. 

International Coalition of Organizations for Human Rights in the Americas
The International Coalition of Organizations for Human Rights in the Americas consists of 36 organizations that have worked together for over two decades to promote and defend human rights in the region. We salute the VIII Summit of the Americas for turning its attention to corruption, a phenomenon that impacts democratic institutions and the full enjoyment of human rights in all our countries. 

We have witnessed with concern how public administration has been undermined through the collusion of criminal networks, lack of judicial independence, and political control of the judiciary, thus facilitating acts of corruption and impunity. Coupled with this are the particular risks to the human rights the defenders that report these practices, including those who defend the earth and people in situations of special vulnerability. 

We will now present some recommendations about matters that we consider vitally important for fighting corruption and respectfully request that they be considered by the States present. 

First, we believe it essential to increase transparency and strengthen the mechanisms for accessing information with a differentiated approach. It is likewise important to reform MESICIC to make it more independent, transparent, and technically-oriented, and especially, for it to guarantee effective civil society participation. Furthermore, the States should enforce standards in the areas of ethics and probity in public administration, declarations of interests, open budgets, political financing, asset laundering, open data, transparency about real beneficiaries, the protection of informants and journalists, etc. 

Second, to combat corruption, the justice system should have mechanisms for prevention and internal control, early detection of risks, and a disciplinary code that guarantees preparedness to prevent co-option by organized crime. Moreover, it should enforce standards for the election of high officials, with criteria and methodologies that are merit-based, participatory, and respect the principle of equality and nondiscrimination. 

Third, when the level of corruption precludes the possibility of a national investigative and punishment process consistent with human rights standards, the States should endorse the support and creation of hybrid mechanisms. We are specifically concerned about the threats to CICIG and MACCIH, and we call on the States to guarantee their independence and financing. We urge them to guarantee the permanence of CICIG and the tenure of its commissioner Iván Velásquez. Given the resignation of Juan Jiménez Mayor of MACCIH, we urge the OAS, in broad consultation with Honduran civil society, to elect a commissioner who meets the international standards of independence, fitness, and competence. 

In conclusion, we have presented the concerns and recommendations that are most important to our coalition. It is essential to recognize that corruption has serious and varied consequences for different populations. Corruption demonstrably affects economic, social, cultural, and environmental rights. Indigenous peoples in particular have been the victims of projects constructed without prior consultation and free and informed consent, in addition to irregular concession and bidding procedures.
With regard to human rights defenders, the alarming wave of threats, assaults, and assassinations affects not only their right to physical integrity but the right to do their work, which includes fighting corruption, under secure and adequate conditions. We therefore urge the States to promote public policies to protect human rights defenders; investigate, punish, and grant reparations for these acts; and comply with the numerous recommendations of bodies of the universal system, particularly those of the inter-American human rights system.

Movement for Human Rights and Against Corruption

We, 26 American organizations of the International Federation for Human Rights, call on the States of the Americas to address the issue of corruption from a human rights standpoint. This means defending democratic institutions. Several governments are facing serious crises of legitimacy associated with acts of corruption directly related to violations of human and environmental rights. In some countries, corruption secures the inaction of the justice system or the complicity of the authorities in organized crime; in others, it fuels the appropriation of lands and the diversion of public funds; in some States, criminal gangs have even infiltrated the public sphere with the sole object of profit. We call on the States to welcome the recommendations issued by the IACHR in its resolutions on corruption and human rights, promote a culture that discourages corruption, and foster closer ties between human rights and the national and international anti-corruption frameworks.
We likewise call for:  

1. The participation and real protection of civil society in anti-corruption strategies. Transparency, accountability, access to information, and participation have a correlate in the right to association, freedom of expression, and access to public information. The States must recognize the importance of the work of individuals, groups, and organizations that defend human rights and take action to fight corruption; guarantee their life, physical integrity, and an environment conducive to their work, including guarantees of freedom of the press, the right to protest, and social mobilization, making the search for, access to, and dissemination of information possible with mechanisms that guarantee inclusive approaches.  

2. Strengthening of the democratic rule of law and the administration of justice. The obstacles to securing swift and effective action in the justice system are related to the lack of judicial independence; the arbitrary granting of amnesty, pardons, and immunity; the corruption of public officials, including prosecutors and judges; and the absence of guarantees for the protection of informants. We call on the States to increase the independence of the judiciary and investigative entities; to permit the participation of civil society groups in criminal investigations; to reform institutions so as to raise the political costs of corruption–for example, sanctions on political parties, longer sentences, limitations on sentence reductions and bail, etc. 

3. The strengthening and expansion of transnational mechanisms to fight impunity. Operation Car Wash in Brazil and the work of the CICIG in Guatemala have uncovered webs of transnational corruption and complex crime comprised of illicit political and financial networks that have co‑opted the State. We call on the States of the Americas to declare at this Summit their support for and recognition of the work and results of the CICIG and the urgency of revitalizing the MACCIH in Honduras and to endorse the creation of an international mechanism to fight impunity and corruption for Mexico. All States in the Americas should develop cooperation mechanisms that will make it possible to fight hemispheric corruption jointly, effectively, and in a timely manner. 

Regional Forum for Child and Gender-related Social, Cultural, and Political Rights
We declare the importance moving forward with the implementation of IACHR Recommendation 1/18, considering corruption one of the most serious regional and global issues for democratic governance. We recommend a strategic plan of action for the region with standards, indicators, and State action that include a specific role for civil society and social stakeholders in collaboration, auditing, and oversight.

In view of the crisis of nation states and their vulnerability, given the growth of corporations, global economic factors, and transnational organized crime, there is an urgent need for regulatory bodies in the region with binding decision-making capacity in the judicial, administrative, commercial, criminal, and civil spheres, bearing in mind the digital world, its impact, and the potential of the new technologies. These factors also affect the independence of the judiciary, co-opting and undermining this branch of the State. We consider it urgent to pass new laws and establish rules for the financing of political parties, since a web of corruption is found in the relationship between the high cost of political campaigns and the concessions made to finance them, resulting in public programs, activities, or contracts that are skewed by corrupt practices. 

Democratic governance requires a sharp focus on the consideration of new practices in civil society advocacy and citizen participation in public administration, including codes of ethics for public officials, public reporting, and citizen audits and oversight to prevent corruption; this must be backed by a culture of values and anti-corruption at all levels of government, with periodic evaluations by advisory bodies made up of civil society and citizens who have no political connections with them, permitting transparent action and decisions, including evaluations and audits of the personnel that deal with providers. 

Alarmed at the way corruption affects the rights of women and children as victims of trafficking, exploitation, discrimination, oppression, violence, and abuse, we demand adequately budgeted prevention measures and victim assistance. We recommend that the States respect human rights at borders, guaranteeing the respectful treatment of women and girls who have been raped and discriminated against. The #Niunamenos, #Niunamás, #VivasNosQueremos, and #MeToo movements have shined a spotlight on the urgent need for national gender policies with strategies and protocols to guarantee inclusion, prevention, and care for victims of gender violence. As the democratic principle of this century, parity is a more egalitarian basis for decision-making. Full access to education and the full exercise of rights must include sexual and reproductive health programs and policies that effectively reach women and youth, regulating the decriminalization of abortion. We underscore the importance of implementing inclusive public policies, social policies that restore citizenship status to the most vulnerable sectors by offering equality not only of opportunity but of outcomes, especially for women and children, in the educational, economic, social, cultural, and political sphere, encouraging active citizenship from early childhood on to ensure full development.

It is vital to work collaboratively, develop opportunities for dialogue, creatively improve relations between society and State, democracy and citizenship, and eradicate discriminatory sexist and patriarchal intercultural practices. Fighting corruption, meeting the Sustainable Development Goals, and implementing the 2030 Agenda in diverse and pluralistic societies require an inclusive culture in States with the consolidated rule of law. As members of civil society, we pledge our commitment, our action, and our support for meeting this goal in this 21st century. 
Population, Sexual and Reproductive Rights, and Development

Our coalition, made up of different movements of youth; indigenous women; Afro-descendants; people with HIV; people with disabilities; sex workers; Catholics; human rights, environmental, and sexual and reproductive rights defenders; feminists; and LGBTI people throughout the Americas, voices our concern about:

· The alarming increase in cases of corruption, the criminalization of protest, and the militarization of governments in the region – a situation that exacerbates the weakness and breakdown of democratic institutions, undermining the main pillar of any State:  the guarantee of human rights without any discrimination whatsoever.

· The weakness of democracy in the face of a fundamentalist, anti‑rights, racist offensive in the majority of countries in the region, seen in the threats against, lack of protection for, and inequality of human rights defenders, girls, adolescents, youth, women, indigenous and Afro-descendant peoples, women with HIV, sex workers, and LGBTI people. 

· Even though gender equality is a basic obligation of the States, grounded in the principle of equality and the mandate of non-discrimination, this fundamentalist offensive against gender equality works to the detriment of sexual rights, reproductive rights, and LTGBI people, denying them access to comprehensive sex education, culturally relevant sexual and reproductive health services, the right to live free of sexual violence perpetrated with impunity, and the guarantee of access to justice without risk to the health and lives of women.

· The growing criminalization of protest and the persecution of human rights and sexual and reproductive rights defenders, including traditional midwives. The systematic assassination of human rights defenders, such as the recently murdered Marielle Franco – black, lesbian, and feminist defender – is a clear example of this.

We therefore consider that,

· In a democratic system, respect for human rights and their guarantee without any discrimination whatsoever is fundamental. It is the States’ responsibility, therefore, to make a commitment to end discrimination of any type and contribute to the eradication of all forms of inequality and violence against girls, women, youth, and LTGBI people.

· Compliance with the international standards on respect for human and sexual and reproductive rights is essential, admitting no retreat or interference by religious groups. Progress toward the guarantee and administration of secular States is therefore a basic commitment. 

· Ensuring procedures for reporting, investigating, and punishing acts of corruption is fundamental, guaranteeing active monitoring and participation by civil society, establishing legal frameworks that protect whistleblowers, witnesses, and people under investigation. A genuine and effective fight against corruption and for democratic governance implies that cases like Marielle’s are never repeated. 

Abya Yala Indigenous Coordination

We, as representatives of the indigenous peoples, nations, and nationalities of Abya Yala, within the framework and exercise of the right to free determination and in defense of our Mother Earth, present the conclusions and proposals that we formulated during the Indigenous People’s forum of the VIII Summit of the Americas, held in Lima on April 10, 2018.
WHEREAS: 

There are approximately 826 indigenous peoples in our Hemisphere that predate the States and have lived in harmony with Mother Earth since the time of our ancestors. 

Since the European invasion, we have suffered from the imposition of an economic model based on resource extraction, which has resulted in the dispossession of our lands and their systematic pillage. 

The republican States were born excluding original peoples, with a policy of cultural assimilation marked by racist, genocidal, patriarchal, and unicultural practices aimed at colonizing our minds.

We are currently faced with a destructive predatory model in which corporations seek to accumulate wealth for a few, violating our rights and destroying Mother Earth through the imposition of mega resource-extraction projects, in areas such as mining, hydroelectric power, fossil fuel exploitation, logging, monoculture, and infrastructure, in the name of development, executed without prior consultation or free and informed consent. 

Throughout history, our peoples have resisted and fought for respect for our free determination, autonomy, and self-government and for an end to all forms of colonialism and subordination.
We indigenous women play a key role in protecting and transmitting our cultural identities, practices, and ancestral wisdom, conserving biodiversity and defending the land and food security. 

Thanks to our struggles, we have successfully influenced constitutional and international law, seen in examples such as United Nations Resolution 1514 (XV), ILO Convention 169 of 1989, the Vienna Declaration of 2003, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of 2007, the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the doctrine and jurisprudence of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, instruments with which the States must comply. 

The States have institutionalized corrupt policies and practices, evidenced in laws and regulations, public management and administration, and the justice system, favoring transnational corporations and violating our rights as peoples. Despite the binding obligations of the State concerning indigenous rights, criminalization of the exercise of our authority and jurisdictional functions and the defense of collective rights persists, along with assassinations, disappearances, jailing, threats, harassment, stigmatization, and other arbitrary forms of persecution.

The agreements of the six Summits of the Americas have not yielded concrete action to guarantee the full exercise of the collective rights of indigenous peoples in the member states. 

WE ASK the following of the Heads of State and Government of the Americas: 

1. That the States effectively meet their international obligations concerning the rights of indigenous peoples, adopted in the exercise of their sovereignty through treaties, precautionary measures, judgments, and other international mandates, repealing national legislation and regulations that counter these obligations. 

2. That the States respect and guarantee our right to free determination, autonomy, and self-government; ways of life; development models; and plans for living and well-being. 

3. That the States recognize the legal status of indigenous peoples, nations, or nationalities and their organizational structures. 

4. That the State guarantee the peoples’ institutional participation in the State structure at all levels, along with decision-making power. 

5. That the States guarantee our right to full ownership of our ancestral territories, including the natural resources necessary for our subsistence, such as water, forests, uncultivated land, etc. 

6. That the States adopt legislation, regulations, and policies to guarantee food security and food sovereignty, which includes prohibiting patents on our native seeds and products; prioritizing domestic consumption over exports; and vetoing the use of genetically modified organisms. 

7. That they end policies allowing the individual parceling and titling of collectively-held territories and the fragmentation and expropriation of territories through conservation policies and the creation of protected areas.
8. That the States repeal legislation and regulations that facilitate the loss of indigenous territorial ownership through judicial mechanisms such as: “cession of forest use”; the ability to sell lands; expropriation and forced servitude; the cession of property for infrastructure projects. 

9. That the States end policies of colonization, invasion of indigenous territories, and all forms of violence that particularly affect indigenous women. 

10. That the States establish mechanisms for participation, consultation, and free and informed prior consent before adopting legislation and regulations, policies, programs, and measures that could affect indigenous peoples, such as concessions, permits, contracts, etc. 

11. That the States guarantee effective measures to facilitate the full participation of indigenous women and youth in decision-making about public policies that could affect them.
12. That the States implement bilingual intercultural public health and education policies that incorporate the history, world view, philosophy, and ancestral wisdom [of indigenous peoples] into the process fostering decolonization and well-being. 

13. That the States respect ancestral medical knowledge and practices, ways of transmitting knowledge, and cultural and artistic expressions and guarantee the means for their autonomous development.  

14. That the States promote the right to indigenous media, community networks, and the use of communication technologies in our own languages.

15. That the States adopt legislation and regulations to eliminate all forms of institutional discrimination and racism. 

16. That the States investigate and punish public officials and public servants involved in acts of corruption, establishing the imprescriptibility of this crime and preventing such individuals from holding public office again. 

17. That, to set an example, the States investigate and punish corporations – and their officers – involved in acts of corruption, rescinding contracts secured by illegal means and preventing them from securing other public contracts or funds again.

18. That [the States] end the criminalization and stigmatization of authorities and members of indigenous peoples for exercising their authority, jurisdictional functions, and protecting their territories and other rights, repealing laws that criminalize them, halting judicial proceedings, and releasing people who have been detained. 

19. That the States respect and guarantee egalitarian judicial pluralism; that is, that they respect the decisions of indigenous courts as res judicata and that, with the peoples’ participation, they establish mechanisms for coordinating with the ordinary courts.  

20. That the States promote the training of judges, prosecutors, and police to ensure that they are familiar with, respect, and value the legal systems of indigenous peoples. 

In order to further the peace of all the indigenous peoples of our Abya Yala, we reject all acts of violence and arbitrary persecution, militarization, and states of emergency imposed on our peoples in Latin America. In particular, we wish to express our solidarity with our brothers and sisters: 

· Of the original peoples of the district of Chalhuahuacho (Apurimac) and Chulmivilcas (Cusco), currently living with a police and military presence and under a state of emergency, which we demand be lifted.  

· Of the Mapuche, Awajun, Achuar, and Kichwa peoples, for the arbitrary persecution that they are suffering for defending their rights.  

· Of the indigenous peoples of Venezuela, who are in the throes of a humanitarian crisis, related primarily to health and food security. 

· Of the original peoples of Cajamarca, particularly Valle Laguna Azul, who have been sentenced to 10 years in prison for the alleged crime of extortion due to the exercise of their jurisdictional functions. Issued in the City of Lima on April 10, 2018

Religion, Beliefs, and Spiritualities in Dialogue with Civil Society

Corruption is a scourge that Latin American societies have endured since the creation of the nation-states. It is an issue generally associated with the exercise of power, but in reality, touches basic aspects of social harmony and ethics. Therefore, talking about corruption implies a task that concerns all citizens, the political class, and the civil society organizations that live with this dynamic in the countries day in and day out and must deal with its structural consequences. 

Corruption is an assault on the ethical values of our societies. Its evils are not linked to isolated events that compromise specific sectors but are matters that require a comprehensive approach aligned with an understanding based on a human rights perspective in which respect for human dignity and social development are paramount.

From the religious and spiritual perspective promoted by this coalition, we advocate for a broad approach to corruption. This, due to the compelling need for it to be discussed within the framework of human rights, and mainly, through the repudiation of all types of action intended to legitimize an area or position of power for one’s own benefit to the detriment of the dignity of society, pluralism, and diversity. Even faith-based and spiritual institutions should perform an in-depth self-assessment of the levels of corruption in their public activities, institutional dynamics, and theological discourse, in which world views contrary to human dignity can be found. 

We therefore alert the States and civil society organizations to the need to consider the following to develop an inclusive and committed social ethic that addresses the ethical issues associated with corruption, especially their consequences for groups in situations of vulnerability. 

1. We recognize the importance of communities of faith and voices in the public square in dealing with these issues, but at the same time we question perspectives put forward as monopolistic expressions of any faith or belief–especially Christian–that mingle particular moral positions with the totality of voices that are part of their community and other faiths. Faith is a pluralistic and diverse phenomenon with no single mode of practice and discourse to govern life, relationships, or world views of reality. Thus, we denounce groups and sectors that, in the name of faith, call for the rejection of different perspectives on gender, sexual diversity, family models, educational projects, and desirable types of society, undemocratically stigmatizing differences, and what is worse in our view, in the name of the Divine. Religions do not speak with a monopolistic voice in their own communities or in society as a whole. Even less so are they based on single views about the family, sexuality, or society.
2. One of the most sensitive issues of our time is the still-present resistance to an inclusive political agenda, where sexual diversity, sex education, and reproductive health policies are issues that can be addressed and applied with the freedom they deserve, without serving as instruments of discrimination and condemnation. Thus, we denounce the use of the widespread term “gender ideology” as an expression employed only for the purpose of condemnation and discrimination with no real foundation. Recognizing that this expression is used particularly in religious circles, we wish to state, from an alternative vision of faith and beliefs, that historically, religions have not taken monolithic positions on gender, nor do they today. Instead, there are countless aspects of theology, discourse, symbolism, and ritual where faith and religion are inclusive areas that recognize and promote difference and pluralism; this is why communities of faith are actors that can support the development of public policies in these areas. 

3. A troubling situation is the growing number of femicides and cases of gender violence. Unfortunately, these issues have been normalized by the public, and very often by religious figures, who stigmatize women for their behavior and life choices. We sadly note that many governments have defunded programs for women, women who are victims of violence, and education about gender perspectives, based, in some cases, on absurd critiques of feminism. We call not only for an immediate change in public policies that affect women but also in policies in communities of faith and their stigmatizing discourse on gender roles and the “new masculinity,” since nothing is farther from the ancestral and theological perspectives in which all human beings, in their sexual fullness, are equal in the eyes of the Divine, the cosmos, the community, and their neighbor.

4. This also leads us to say that neo-conservatism and fundamentalism are not synonymous with faith. Unfortunately, many religious institutions have been vehicles for policies and models of this type, newly endorsing them from a theological perspective through a slanted interpretation of sacred texts and sermons. This has caused religion to be viewed as alien to pluralism in both society and religion itself, since dissidents are persecuted within their own communities. Hence, we say again that religious beliefs, in all their expressions, engender alternative voices and perspectives, where diversity, pluralism, commitment to sectors in situations of vulnerability, the struggle for human rights, and the inclusion of marginalized sectors are not only part of an advocacy agenda but an expression of faith itself.
5. We therefore believe that an in-depth discussion of attitudes about the secular nature of our societies and States is warranted. On the one hand, while the majority of States in Latin America claim to be secular, they are in reality still Christianity-centric, in many cases to the point of financing the very structure of the Catholic Church – a situation that hardly reflects a healthy spirit of secularism, much less democracy. On the other hand, we also see that the voices of faith generally consulted by the governments and political class embrace the traditional and patriarchal attitudes of the hierarchy, representing conservative visions resistant to human rights agendas.
We wish to conclude by calling on the States and civil society organizations to bring alternative religious voices into the discussion of sensitive issues related to public policies and the development of a diverse and pluralistic democratic environment, so that religion cannot be linked solely to particular moralizing views. These same struggles are echoed in religion itself, which is the foundation of all the dynamics present in our societies and is comprised of many people who, motivated by their faith, are willing to mobilize and actively collaborate in the defense of inclusion, pluralism, and justice and for an ethic that resists the corruption of social relations and human dignity. 

Thematic Pillar 2: Corruption and Sustainable Development

American Drug Policy Coalition for the Summits of the Americas (CAPD)

Corruption and Sustainable Development is an issue of great concern for civil society organizations as we work on drug policies from the perspective of health, human rights, and development. 

Corruption, by providing incentives for a lack of transparency and impeding the participation of various sectors of society in the planning and implementation of national and regional policies, affects sustainable development and the population’s access to its rights, thus becoming an obstacle to growth. This problem is clearly reflected in the current drug policy model, the success of which is seriously challenged and that establishes a spurious alliance between the State and drug trafficking. In this regard, by declaring the production, trafficking, and use of certain drugs an illegal activity, States played a role in the upsurge in drug trafficking, the power and scope of which cannot be understood without some protection from the State, the basis of which is corruption. 

In this Eighth Summit of the Americas, the agenda of the continent’s presidents should not fail to include a discussion of drug policies, as they represent a development problem that must be seriously addressed by the States. We call on the region’s leaders to examine the negative effects that the war on drugs has had on the sustainable development of the people of the Americas and on the exercise and enjoyment of human rights. We urge consideration of the following proposals: 

· Put an end to punitive drug policies and the resulting increase in violence in the Hemisphere: the sustainable development goals include a substantial reduction in all forms of violence and the corresponding mortality rates throughout the world, calling on governments and communities to find sustainable solutions to conflicts and insecurity. As is widely known, a consequence of the war on drugs has been increased violence, fueling existing armed conflicts. Countries where the drug trade has been met with a militarized drug policy have often experienced an increase in mortality rates due to homicides and other crimes, including extortion and kidnapping, which criminal organizations use as sources of income. 

· Develop and adopt alternative measures to conviction and punishment for minor and/or non-violent drug-related crimes and emphasize the prosecution of drug trafficking organizations: the deficient policies the States have adopted in this area have led to violation of the human rights of the weakest links in the illicit drug trafficking chain. Along these lines, drug users, women, youth, the poor, ethnic and racial minorities are often subject to arbitrary detention, often for minor drug offenses, while ineffective laws and enormous corruption ensure that major drug traffickers rarely end up behind bars.  In addition, the punitive model promoted by the war on drugs has not resulted in a reduction in drug trafficking but rather in the multiplication, concentration, specialization, and diversification of drug trafficking organizations, fueled by impunity, corruption, and the institutional weakness of States.
· Reduce corruption and strengthen the institutions of the State:  corruption, along with intimidation, is the dominant tool that drug trafficking organizations use to permeate public life. The many ways in which criminal organizations incapacitate or colonize governmental institutions go beyond mere administrative procedures. Corrupting electoral and political processes like campaign financing, mass media financing, and forcing governmental institutions to cede their mandates to other organizations are mechanisms that corrupt the system and incapacitate governments. 

· End the policy of forced eradication of coca, cannabis, and poppy and replace them with sustainable policies: some of the major problems faced by our region, like the forced eradication of illicit crops, cause irreparable damage to farmers and their communities, increase poverty, promote the violation of human rights, political instability and social conflict, and often benefit armed criminal groups. A comprehensive approach should be based on local and regional scenarios, introduce measures for comprehensive rural development, modify concentrated land tenure structures, provide access to loans and markets for alternative products, and democratic governance. Opening up markets for natural coca products and medicinal cannabis is a trend from which the region can benefit. 

· Develop drug policies from a perspective of risk and damage reduction, to include health promotion from a public health perspective: incorporate a complete and diverse range of public health responses. Addressing the various problematic drug use situations requires various responses, especially in contexts where such use is combined with extreme poverty. 

· Eliminate barriers to the population’s access to controlled medications: excessively strict enforcement of international drug control conventions to prevent the diversion of controlled medications to illicit markets results in significant limitations on access to essential medications such as opiates to relieve pain, particularly in low- and medium-income countries. 

· Move ahead on regulation of the cannabis and coca leaf market based on regional experiences: efforts undertaken to exercise repressive control over the production and use of drugs and state policies based on the illegality of drugs have had the undesired consequences of increasing use, production, and violence linked to these markets. Regulated production of and access to substances currently considered illegal would made it possible to wrest from criminal organizations the monopoly they now hold over those markets and that has produced violence, corruption and a lack of access to health and social services for drug users. 

· Reallocate the resources intended for militarized drug control to comprehensive policies that put human beings at the center: we have for decades been wasting resources on belligerent responses that have served only to multiply the cycle of violence, corruption, and criminality in our countries. What is needed are government policies that promote peace, development, healthcare, and respect for human rights. 
Civil society urges the States to put an end to the war on drugs and calls for a democratic and transparent discussion of the subject that takes into account the lessons learned from the past.
Interfaith Alliance for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Public ethics is a fundamental concern for faith communities. However, their participation in anticorruption efforts in the region’s countries has been uneven.  Many religious organizations are unfamiliar with national anticorruption programs. The Eighth Summit of the Americas is providing an opportunity for more effective involvement of the Hemisphere’s various faith communities in anticorruption efforts, considering that there is a broad range of shared concerns regarding corruption’s harmful effects on the poorest and most vulnerable of people. Pope Francis has complained that: “Corruption is paid for by the poor, who are deprived of that to which they are entitled in order to support the greed of the powerful… It is paid for by hospitals without medicine, patients without treatment, and children without education.”

We understand that the fight against corruption is linked to achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2030, which include goal 16.5 of substantially reducing corruption and bribery in all their forms. We also understand that combating corruption requires a comprehensive response that includes a human rights focus, due to corruption’s disproportionate impact on those belonging to the most vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. The recent resolution 1/18 of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) considers corruption a complex phenomenon that affects human rights in their entirety – civil, political, economic, social, cultural, and environmental – as well as the right to development, and thus also weakens governance and democratic institutions, promotes impunity, undermines the rule of law, and exacerbates inequality.

Accordingly, our coalition proposes:

1. Fostering values education programs at all educational levels to promote the capacity for discernment in order to generate behaviors based on integrity, understood as coexistence founded on the values of honesty, trust, and respect;

2. Promoting corporate or business ethical responsibility, including all aspects of business conduct, which relates to the conduct of both individuals and the corporation as a whole, and thus rejecting the concept that the sole responsibility of business executives, provided they obey the law, is to maximize profits from their activities;

3. Establishing hemispheric public integrity goals, to include commitments at the highest political levels, institutional responsibilities in the public sector, strategic foci based on empirical data, strict standards of conduct for public officials, collaboration of society as a whole, investment in integrated investment, appropriate sanctioning mechanisms and the participation of civil society;

4. Strengthening the fight against illegal financing of political parties and punishing the criminal liability of those who accept or deliver, as individuals and/or legal entities, payments derived from corruption and/or disguised through money laundering activities;

5. Encouraging citizen participation in complaints against corruption in all areas of public administration and in citizen monitoring of court cases on corruption in order to eradicate impunity;

6. Improving hemispheric cooperation in criminal matters, to include sharing legal evidence through direct collaboration among prosecutors’ offices without the intervention of the executive branch and facilitating plea bargains in multiple jurisdictions;

7. Updating the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (IACAC) in response to the growing wave of corruption in transnational companies headquartered in other countries of the Hemisphere; and

8. Amending the Mechanism for Follow-Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC) to make it independent, transparent, and technical, to include the active and effective participation of civil society.

Regional Coalition for the Rights of Women and Girls with Disability
This coalition of women and girls with disability uses as a reference the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability, which recognizes that we face attitudinal and environmental barriers that discriminate against us and infringe on the full exercise of our rights. In this regard and considering international human rights standards as well as an intersectionality approach, we recommend that the States:

1. Recognize the right to full legal capacity of women and girls with disability, guaranteeing the existence of a system of supports for autonomy and safeguards;

2. Systematically incorporate the perspective of disability and gender in legislation, public policies, action plans, programs, regulations, technical standards, and protocols that concern us, guaranteeing mechanisms for our active participation in their design, implementation, and monitoring as well as a budget for their realization;

3. Guarantee due diligence for prevention, treatment, punishment, and reparation in cases of violence against women and girls with disability, including family violence, sexual violence, institutional violence, forced abortion and sterilization, economic violence, etc. Accessibility in the justice system should be guaranteed, including procedural adjustments for reporting and testifying as well as training for justice operators with emphasis on the elimination of stereotypes;

4. Recognize our integrity by ensuring free and informed consent and guaranteeing systems of supports for autonomy, particularly with respect to our sexual and reproductive rights;
5. Eradicate all forced institutionalization, practices, and treatments;

6. Generate reliable qualitative and quantitative data on the situation of women and girls with disability, broken down by sex, gender, age, ethnicity, identity, economic situation, et al.;

7. Recognize the multidimensionality of our political participation, without reducing it to elections and ensuring inclusive, quality education, access to information and freedom of opinion in organizations like this. Nothing about us without us!

Organizations that make up the Coalition: 12 (in alphabetical order):

· Association for Training and Technical Assistance in Education and Disability (Aascated)

· Comprehensive Development Association for People with Special Needs (Aidepce)

· Circle of Women with Disability (Cimudis), Dominican Republic

· Emancipating Circle of Women and Girls with Disability (Cimunidis), Chile

· Polymorphs Collective, Colombia

· Federation of Women with Disabilities (Femucadi), Nicaragua

· Human Rights, Women and Disability Foundation, Costa Rica

· Guatemalan Alex Foundation for Children with Deafblindness (Fundal), member of Renasdigua

· Step by Step Foundation., Mexico

· Little People of Guatemala (GPG), member of Renasdigua

· Task Force on Disability and Human Rights of Cordoba, Argentina

· We’re All in Action Movement, Argentina

· Women Enabled International, U.S.

LGBTTTI Advocacy in the Americas Coalition

Secretary General, Ministers, members of official delegations, civil society colleagues:

The consequences of corruption in terms of governance and sustainable development are at the root of the problems that directly affect the Hemisphere’s populations, including those with diverse sexual orientations, identities, gender expressions, and bodies. 

Appealing to the will of the majority, pseudo-scientific principles, cultural values, traditional values, or religious interpretations to justify the violation of legal standards or ethical principles guaranteeing human rights with the intent of capturing popular approval in electoral contexts or for other purposes is corruption as it involves trafficking with our rights.

When corruption results in normative, legislative, and public policy reversals as well as in the establishment of restrictive boundaries on universally recognized rights, violence, discrimination, and impunity are legitimized and promoted, which in turn generates greater risk for historically discriminated against populations.

International human rights standards and principles are clear in this regard and do not allow for elusive interpretations of any kind. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights, in Advisory Opinion 24/17 of November 24, categorically asserts that: “the lack of consensus in some countries as regards to the full respect for the rights of certain groups or persons identified by their real or perceived sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression cannot be considered a valid argument to deny or restrict their human rights or to reproduce and perpetuate the historical and structural discrimination that these groups or persons have suffered.”

Furthermore, the Court pointed out that the State “as guarantor of all rights, must respect and ensure the coexistence of individuals with varied identities, gender expressions and sexual orientations and, therefore, must ensure that they are all able to live and develop with dignity and the respect to which everyone has a right.”

We recall that the Court’s Advisory Opinion is relevant for all OAS States, not just for the States that are party to the American Convention. 

In conclusion, we urge all OAS States to comply with their international obligations of respect and guarantee for the human rights of all, without any discrimination, including the adoption of comprehensive measures to prevent, investigate, punish and adequately repair all acts of violence and discrimination committed against LGBTTTI persons. 

Coalition for the Dignity of Persons with Disabilities in the Americas
Our Coalition for the Dignity of Persons with Disabilities in the Americas is made up of more than 150 national, local, regional and subregional organizations led by the Latin American Union of the Blind (ULAC) and the Network of Non-Governmental Organizations of Persons with Disabilities and their Families (RIADIS).

Widespread corruption directly affects goods and services. When they are not quality goods and services, persons with disabilities are subject to discrimination and excluded. Resources for education, health, job promotion, employability and economic development that are misappropriated among public officials and the private sector keep the disabled from accessing inclusive quality education, inclusive quality employment, and a dignified and decent life. 

Outsourcing the purchase of goods and services is a phenomenon that fuels and nurtures corruption in the disability sector. Our sector is not exempt from corruption phenomena. When resources are exhausted, the State looks aside and nongovernmental organizations have to rely on public charity. 

Public policies are not inclusive. When there is a public policy on disability, no consideration is given to indicators that would make it possible to compare public investment and the results thereof. Moreover, our legal system allows the establishment of regulatory and participatory authorities that mix governmental institutions with civil society organizations, organizations representing the disabled, corporations, and NGOs. In the event of unethical practices, these entities could impede oversight, supervision, monitoring, and autonomous follow-up by organizations representing people with disabilities. 

We also have a transparency system that is not transparent. Information is not accessible and the disabled cannot autonomously and independently ascertain public investment figures, the results of public policies, the results of wellness care projects and programs, or the quality of education, health, and other services.

Based on the foregoing, we recommend that the States:
Honor international commitments. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities provides all the tools needed to facilitate the participation of this group and to keep corruption from continuing to damage and affect the effective enjoyment of rights and quality of life of people with disabilities.

We demand accessible and timely information as provided in our Convention, a concept that must be incorporated by the States.

[We demand] the immediate recognition of our organizations as representative organizations, as true social and democratic movements that are strengthened technically and technologically, economically, and administratively to enable their participation.

[We demand] the creation of specialized disability audit systems that will allow us to realistically evaluate public investment against results.

We ask the States and civil society organizations to work harmoniously and jointly to eliminate all forms of discrimination and aggression that fundamentally affect children and women with disabilities. 

There must be a new perspective with regard to persons with disabilities as they are also the victims of corruption, violence and phenomena associated with forced displacement and there is no humanitarian assistance program that emphasizes persons with disabilities.

There is an urgent need for the budgets of every State to incorporate programs that address the needs of persons with disabilities. 

Alliance against Corruption but for Sustainable Development in
 Central America, North America and the Caribbean

We share our concern regarding the effects of natural disasters on the ability of States to respond to the challenges of mitigating and adapting to climate change and to ensure the efficient and effective administration of international aid.

The year 2017 was a challenging year all around the world, but specifically for the coastal countries of Central America, North America, and the Caribbean. Phenomena like hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, and landslides affected millions of people who need access to guarantees on their basic rights to food, housing, health, employment, etc.

This is not a new situation. For decades, our coastal populations have been exposed to the threat and risk of natural disasters. The number of victims increases each time and this requires a greater recovery effort but governments, business, and civil society seem to have less ability to address the problem.

With regard to sustainable development, corruption is key because of the damage that the theft of public resources does to the ability of various stakeholders to respond to the growing demands.

Recommendations

1. Each government should appropriately use the funds intended for protection of the environment and actions to prevent and mitigate natural disasters and the effects of climate change.

2. The governments of the countries of the region should define a common strategic plan, emphasizing protection of the environment in order to address problems such as global warming and climate change.

3. A land use policy should be established in the various countries to allow the citizens of coastal countries and those most vulnerable to the effects of climate change to have decent housing and to deal with natural disasters. In addition, homes should be built according to appropriate construction standards.

4. The governments of the Americas should ratify the commitments assumed within the framework of the Paris Agreement (COP21) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and move forward in allocating resources and implementing actions leading to achievement of the goals outlined therein.

5. International funds should be created to prevent, deal with, and mitigate disasters in the countries that are most vulnerable to and affected by climate change, with resources provided by those countries that make the largest contribution to the causes of this phenomenon. 

6. Mechanisms should be strengthened to facilitate access to public information, monitoring, and accountability with regard to both public and private resources and resources from humanitarian assistance organizations, resources that are intended to prevent and adapt to climate change, as well as handle emergencies.

Democracy, Business and Human Rights
Esteemed members, chiefs of government delegations, members of the OAS General Secretariat and civil society.

Democracy

Democracy on our continent has evolved constantly in some countries and regressed profoundly in others, thus weakening the democratic institutionality of the branches of government, making them vulnerable to the dangers of corruption and yielding negative results for guarantees on, protection of, and respect for human rights.

Effective mechanisms are needed from the OAS to guide the States in strengthening democratic principles and the participation and proactive involvement of civil society in public policies.

The OAS should promote technical assistance to strengthen the electoral machinery in the region’s countries, consistent with the principle of respect for peoples’ sovereignty and self-determination, by promoting the creation of transparent electoral systems that guarantee respect for the will of the citizens.

It is concerning that fraudulent practices persist that undermine the decision of the majority of the people, given the silence and passivity of this multilateral organization.

The OAS needs to take the lead in initiating a process of cooperation among the States. The role of this organization is fundamental for promoting dialogue and strengthening human rights. The essence of this multilateral body cannot be distorted, under a proselytizing concept. It is a matter of concern that OAS resources and actions are directed to specific countries for reasons of political and economic interest, countries that do not conform to the principles established in the OAS Charter.

Civil society should be incorporated as an active participant in strengthening the mechanisms for oversight of public policies 

The OAS should take the lead in supporting the various civil society actors in electoral processes in the region, in accordance with each country’s internal regulations.

Companies

The OAS should take the lead in initiating a line of research and ongoing action regarding companies’ responsibility with regard to human rights, including respect for mother earth.

On this aspect, the OAS should take the lead in adopting concrete actions to support the region’s governments in updating their legislation on this subject. Companies are major stakeholders in the economies of our countries, but they should be so with respect for human dignity. These actions must be consistent with the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights and have the technical support of the United Nations Working Group on the Issue of Human Rights and Transnational Businesses and Other Business Enterprises. 

The States should be on the side of the population and not the interests of capital and a group of transnationals operating in the region with impunity given the lack of justice and the absence of the international system for the protection of human rights.

Issues such as equal labor conditions, gender equity, the abolition of slavery (maquilas), respect for labor rights, and respect for the environment are necessarily problems that must be addressed from the Organization of American States. Current governments must seriously include this issue in the public agenda.

Human Rights
The evolution and progressive nature of human rights have been recognized since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. From the OAS, concrete actions have been taken that contribute to respect for those rights. Mechanisms like the inter-American system provide a forum to which civil society can come, more easily now with the development of technology, to consult, investigate or report on issues related to human rights.

Nonetheless, greater commitment is required from the member states in the financing of the system, to guarantee effective responses consistent with the needs of our peoples, and governments must make a greater commitment to the system.

The polarization experienced by the inter-American system is a matter of concern in that it compromises its impartiality, objectivity, and non-selectivity with regard to the evaluation of governments. For this reason, a system with greater autonomy and independence is needed given the challenges the region faces.

The OAS needs to initiate a process to reform the IACHR, incorporating new rights and issues that affect the everyday life of civil society and that are not currently taken into account. Issues such as corporate responsibility for the respect of human rights should be continuously included in the working agenda and should not be a subject for possible discussions.

The Eighth Summit of the Americas must have a firm purpose and commitment to strengthening the various democratic systems in the region with regard to human rights and governments’ efforts to combat corruption and impunity.

Finally, our coalition denounces the unconventional mechanisms used in the region to weaken democratic systems and to change sovereign governments.

Mechanisms such as financial boycotts, economic blockades, unilateral sanctions, vulture funds and risk rating agencies are new unconventional warfare components that threaten peace and the integration of our region. They are criminal actions, genocides that violate development and respect for the economic, social, and cultural rights of our peoples.

A group of governments in the region has adopted a double standard, contradicting the principles of the United Nations Charter and the OAS Charter. These actions are very far removed from respect for and promotion of democracy and human rights. These governments are those primarily responsible for actions that violate sovereignty, the rights of self-determination, and the very existence of our peoples.

Comprehensive Care and the Right to Health in Latin America

Corruption infringes on the right to health, life, and sustainable development in the Americas. 

In the Americas lives and well-being are diminished and lost due to deficient health systems, which are the result, inter alia, of the effects of corruption, as has been recognized by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights itself in resolution 1/18: “Corruption in the management of public resources jeopardizes the capacity of governments to comply with their social rights obligations, including health (..), which are essential for the realization of economic, social, cultural and environmental rights and in particular, of the most vulnerable populations and groups.”

Clear examples of corruption are bad practices in governmental management, including weak mechanisms for citizen participation, as well as in private industry with unethical directives in the field of medications, food and beverages, tobacco, alcohol, extractive industries, etc. throughout the cycle of formulation, regulation, control mechanisms, and accountability in public policies on health.

Non-communicable diseases such as cardiovascular diseases, cancers, diabetes and chronic respiratory diseases cause 5.2 million deaths each year in the Americas and one-third of them are premature and avoidable. Rare diseases tend to be chronic, degenerative and produce disability and death, in addition to the marginalization of the State. Tuberculosis is the primary cause of disease and death due to infectious disease, primarily affecting the poorest population, with 273,000 patients in the Americas and 18,500 deaths in 2016 alone.

Esteemed Presidents, we cannot continue with this situation of neglect, ineffectiveness, and corruption. To confront it, Coalition 13 proposes the following:

That the text of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, a binding treaty, consider health as a fundamental and natural right. We urge that diseases such as tuberculosis, non-communicable diseases and rare or infrequent diseases be regulated with penalties for States Parties that fail to intervene with industries or organizations that produce acts of corruption that involve impinging on the aforementioned rights.

Governance and the construction of a democratic society are based on the participation of civil society in the development of public policies, the enforcement of ethical criteria, social justice, and equity in health.

Comprehensive Early Childhood, Childhood and Adolescent Care 
against Corruption and for Sustainable Development

In the Americas, achieving the sustainable development goals and combating corruption are linked to compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child ratified by all the member states and to various factors, including:

· Comprehensive development of early childhood, childhood and adolescence with social programs providing comprehensive care to guarantee the rights to protection, good health, and inclusive, equitable and quality education.

· Structural changes in society that facilitate full human development, care of the planet and promotion of prosperity; 

· Democratic governance with public policies and strategies conducive to social and economic development;

· Quality public investment maximizing the use of resources based on social well-being to combat corruption by promoting transparency policies;

· The targeting of various kinds of violence and social problems, security problems, missing children, femicide, delinquency, migration, displacements, armed conflicts;
· Proactive participation on the part of civil society, the media, the family and social stakeholders in partnership with the government.

To achieve these expectations, we propose five pillars of regional work:

1. Political advocacy: to review, compare, and standardize legislative frameworks and public policies that guarantee the rights of the child and use the results thereof to approve a “regional framework agreement for care and comprehensive development of early childhood, childhood and adolescence.”

2. Training and instruction: for government managers, legislators, social agents, protection agents, recreation and culture agents, housing agents, legal affairs agents, teachers, professionals and families to strengthen capacities and skills adequate to 21st century social and economic needs.

3. Identification of lessons on comprehensive care, protection systems, health, education, and job training as efficient benchmarks for adapting them and contextualizing them for other realities.

4. Research, monitoring, and evaluation to support with solid scientific evidence the decisions, advances, and challenges in achieving the sustainable development goals and combating corruption.

5. Generation of anti-corruption strategies with adequate and transparent investment directed to guaranteeing rights that improve the quality of life and lessons learned.

The Role of Young People against Corruption and for Sustainable Development

Your Excellencies, Ambassadors, Representatives of the different member states, Esteemed Secretary General of this organization:
We appreciate the opportunity to contribute to this forum. 

As a coalition of young leaders from diverse ethnic, cultural, religious, and socioeconomic backgrounds, we come from many corners of Latin America hoping to be heard. We represent 13 organizations from seven countries in the Americas, in search of the comprehensive and authentic development of our region in its social, economic and political context.  

Authentic development requires putting human beings at the center of policies, regardless of the stage of their development, which means protecting human life from conception until natural death. Only in this way is it possible to guarantee that people are fully able to develop during the different stages of their lives and thus attain their fulfillment.  

We, the youth of the Americas, need opportunities in which we can develop our potential and in this way contribute to the society to which we belong.  

We consider it important to address the following points in order to achieve sounder economic, social, and political development for our societies:  

· The formation of future generations of leaders. The States must invest in scholarships and courses for the formation of new leaders, as today one of the greatest problems afflicting our societies is the lack of opportunities for young people with great potential for developing their skills and capabilities in order to dedicate them to the service of society.
· The States must dedicate and invest their resources in meeting young people’s most basic needs such as job creation, access to education, security, and equal opportunity in order to achieve true development. Primary needs include strengthening the family, in that the family is the setting in which the young people who will be society’s future citizens are developing.
· As young people, we need the support of our governments to have access to education, the only medium that gives us the tools for better opportunities in the future. Because education plays a transcendental role in the development of men and women in the Americas, so they can be free, they must be given real opportunities to access a suitable quality education. 

· It is corruption that destroys the future opportunities that we young people need for our development. It corrupts youth from an early age and destroys their lives by submerging them in addictions that subject them to inhumane living conditions.  Education in values like respect, solidarity, honesty is necessary to combat corruption but along with this the necessary opportunities must be created to give young people a reason to live. Excellencies, although it is true that young people want to work to improve the conditions of today’s society, they need to begin focusing the work they do in their jobs on protection for youth and creating opportunities and programs that support the development of the potential of our countries’ future leaders.
Thematic Pillar 3: Aspects of Cooperation, International Institutional Frameworks
 and Public-Private Partnerships

Citizen Forum of the Americas
The Citizen Forum of the Americas, a hemispheric body for dialogue, coordination, and advocacy among civil society organizations and social stakeholders in the Americas, is made up of 23 organizations that joined together to participate in the Eighth Summit of the Americas. Since its formation, it has conducted various information dissemination activities, discussion forums, exercises following up the mandates from previous summits, dialogue with public authorities in our countries, as well as other activities in which it has gathered common demands and recommendations from the region’s civil society organizations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

We believe that the recommendations we present below may provide the basis for important commitments for the peoples of the Hemisphere. We prioritize and highlight citizen involvement in public decisions to combat corruption. 

Position and recommendations in pillar 3

Aspects of Cooperation, International Institutional Frameworks and Public-Private Partnerships

Corruption is an activity with global reach that is associated with other illegal activities, fueling criminal networks that generate significant flows of capital that are laundered through tax havens and off-shore mechanisms. Prevention and political and economic – not just police and judicial – policies for eradicating corruption must be systematic, comprehensive, and coordinated among the member states of the inter-American system. 

In this regard, we recommend:

1. That the States promote the active participation of civil society in citizen oversight/supervision of:

· Public spending in all spheres (local, regional, national).

· Investigations of specific cases of corruption.

· Legislative reforms. 

· Approval of tenders (independent administration of public works).

2. That the anti-corruption fight have no borders. Someone who is investigated or punished for corruption should not be able to find protection in third countries.

3. Creating a financial warning system between receiving and source countries when bank accounts are opened belonging to persons or companies that are the subject of complaints or an open investigation in which they may prove to be suspects.

4. Strengthening, coordinating and interconnecting the countries’ financial intelligence units.

5. Improving the mechanisms for control of financial flows, severely punishing money laundering and corruption crimes.

6. Establishing international cooperation mechanisms for joint investigations and information-sharing on companies being investigated or involved in corruption proceedings, with the participation of civil society.

7. Promoting research, systematization, exchange of experiences, dissemination of good practices and successful cases in combating corruption at different levels, with the participation of civil society in those actions.

8. Establishing flexible and interconnected mechanisms (easily accessed public virtual platforms) for social surveillance of policies facilitating the eradication of corruption and for reporting crimes of corruption.

9. Standardizing the criteria and the action framework of bodies charged with combating corruption and promoting integrity in each public agency.

10. Incorporating transparency criteria (in public consultation, budgets, and accountability) and citizen surveillance of public-private partnerships as institutional policy of the States and multilateral organizations. 

Finally, we recommend establishing a system to follow up the Lima Action Plan that incorporates representatives from civil society organizations based on a criterion of parity, interculturality, and diversity.

International Networks Saving Lives in Response to Human Trafficking

Trafficking and corruption in democratic processes

Human trafficking is an evil that affects thousands of persons in the Americas, particularly women and children. Despite these alarming figures, it continues to be one of the crimes with the most impunity, with extremely low prosecution rates due to the lack of capacities among justice operators and ignorance regarding this crime. The lack of active public policies on handling this issue within the official structures means that services often fall to organized civil society. 

It should be emphasized that programs for victims and witnesses are ineffective, in that the accusers sometimes face their exploiters. The corruption of public officials is a key point: border agents turn a blind eye in exchange for bribes; others fail to exercise the proper controls at operational sites when bribes are paid. Given this scenario, activists demand action from inter-American justice. 

The numbers on human trafficking in the Americas are frightening. According to data submitted to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by RATT International, between 2007 and 2017, 50,166 victims were recorded in 14 countries of the region. The fog surrounding the available figures could mean a substantial increase in the number of cases. It is the crime with the most growth in the region. Corruption fuels this reality and robs women, men, boys, girls, and adolescents of their lives. Human trafficking affects more than 40 million people worldwide. 

In particular, indigenous peoples, border populations or migrants are often not identified as trafficking victims by the States, since these vulnerable sectors do not succeed in reporting their cases. 

The failure to combat corruption and organized crime represents a threat to the security of States. Drug trafficking and human trafficking cannot and will not ever be agents of genuine growth of economies; rather, on the contrary, they end up destroying economies, concentrating wealth and impoverishing and enslaving the population.

Afro-Descendant Movement in the Americas Coalition

Within the context of the Eighth Summit of the Americas on “Democratic Governance against Corruption,” the Afro-Descendant Coalition, with more than 136 members representing more than 350 million people in the region and reaffirming the theme of the International Decade for People of African Descent: Recognition, Justice and Development and the 2030 Agenda, considers it important to:

Condemn corruption and we demand that the States provide greater oversight and participation mechanisms for the ethical use of resources intended for Afro-descendant peoples, in that this impacts the absence or implementation of public policies and affirmative actions.

Recognizing the persistence of racial discrimination, we demand of the States: constitutional recognition as peoples; implementation and sustainability of affirmative actions and public policies with allocation of sufficient resources, creation and strengthening of institutions with technical, financial, and administrative autonomy for serving Afro-descendant peoples. In addition, we demand the signing and ratification of the Inter-American Convention against Racism – Resolution AG/68.

We demand that Afro-descendent peoples be involved in actions to prevent and deal with natural disasters and the effects of climate change.

As guarantors of human rights, the States should incorporate the demands of women, girls, boys, adolescents, youth, older adults, the disabled, migrants, stateless persons, LGBTI persons, and Afro-descendants within the programs, plans and policies they have been implementing in the area of development and poverty alleviation, as well as the creation of areas that are relevant in terms of ethnicity/race, gender identity and sexual orientation in bodies such as human rights ombudsman’s offices.
Recognizing systematic violence in the form of murders, threats and harassment, as well as hate crimes against male and female Afro-descendant leaders, we demand that the States take on the commitment to record, investigate, punish, and publish human rights violations against our people and guarantee reparation of the damage done to the victims of these discriminatory actions.

We demand that the States create a Permanent Forum of Afro-descendants in the OAS and other multilateral bodies, and the Economic Development Fund of Afro-descendants therein, in addition to guaranteeing representation and effective participation in the various integration systems in our States.

We demand that the States collect official disaggregated statistical data guaranteeing self-identification and self-determination, incorporating this data in all administrative systems of public bodies. 

Social Actors Partnering with International Institutions to Advance to More Just Societies

We appreciate the opportunity provided to express our position. Our voice represents more than 60 organizations in 15 countries of the Americas that were not given the opportunity to have their own coalition. We regret that the voice of those who attend to the needs of the population, which in principle is the responsibility of the States, is given less of a hearing every day and we lament the lack of transparency in the process of selection carried out by the Government of Peru.  

Corruption is affecting our societies at all levels. The discussion of corruption cannot be limited to influence peddling, bribes, or abuses of power. Corruption also occurs when institutions fail to respect the legal framework under which they were created, seeing to their own particular interests. In this sense, we are concerned by the actions of the Secretary General, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the International Commission on Human Rights and other OAS institutions that have strayed from the mandate authorized by the States and continue to assume powers that were not granted to them, undermining in this way the internal democratic processes of the States.  

We represent the voice of millions of people in Latin America who have noted undue interference of the institutions of the inter-American system, through the imposition of policies that infringe on the rights to life and family and threaten the right of expression of those of us who defend those rights. We also view with great concern the expansive interpretation of the international instruments that make up the inter-American system of human rights, which has led its institutions to consolidate doctrines and practices contrary to the law. The potential that international organizations like the OAS have, working together with the States and civil society organizations, within a framework of adherence to the law, represents the best path for achieving the true development of society. However, when one of these actors exceeds its mandate, it falls into the process of corruption that promotes the ungovernability and instability of States by weakening the people’s self-determination.
Focusing on the satisfaction of more basic needs such as food, potable water, access to basic medications, education, and other needs is the first step in being able to achieve sustainable development. This is the approach on which the OAS and the governments should be working.
We maintain, based on studies and experience, that the most effective way to guarantee the development of our societies in response to the scourge of corruption is through empowerment of the family as the basic nucleus of society. Strengthening the family means strengthening future citizens who with education will cooperate in the development of stronger economies that are able to combat the problems of poverty, corruption, and violence. However, none of this is possible if the human right to life is not respected from conception, the first right without which no other right can exist.
We view with much concern the constant attacks of the inter-American human rights system on national laws that protect life and the family, contradicting the will of the people who constantly express their defense of these rights.  

To conclude, we call upon our representatives and officials in each of the member states to exercise their obligation to defend the country they represent, its laws and its people against the attacks of these institutions that threaten democratic governance, the self-determination of peoples and true human rights. Thank you.

Transparency, Human Rights, and Participation through ICTs 
for Better Governance and Citizenship
In summary, we propose amending or adding a paragraph to Article 28 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to read as follows:

Article 28
Everyone is entitled to a social and international order in which the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration can be fully realized.

“In our efforts to achieve the universal enjoyment of human rights, with dignity and justice, we recognize as universal values: transparency and integrity in functions of the State and operation of the market. A new world economic order must be constructed, through the commitment to build in each signatory country a transparent market and a transparent state that in compliance with the right to be informed, shall inform its citizens at the beginning of each year on the source and use of public resources to be used by local governments. Based on a new social and international order, globally and locally, each year we shall achieve better results in our Sustainable Development Goals and construct resilient societies in urban and rural communities.”
According to figures from the United Nations, by 2050, 7.3 billion people or nearly 70% of the world’s population will reside in the cities, and 90% will do so in the emerging countries. There can be no open government without transparency regarding the source and use of public resources and the empowerment of preventive citizen participation against corruption. Only in this way will we achieve the effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The amendment we propose entails commitments to be met, in a context of respect for human rights, social inclusion, and gender equality, requiring information and communication technologies (ICTs). One of the most important is for local governments to preventively combat corruption. In aspects related to cooperation, international institutional frameworks and public-private partnerships, the governments in power should set up intelligence systems in coordination with competent bodies to be installed in each country under the supervision of the OAS. They should also strengthen the efficiency of community telecenters and digital inclusion on relevant and diverse topics and promote from the outset the active participation of small entrepreneurs, This means that by informing and communicating as universal values transparency and integrity for children, we shall build better humans and citizens who will better enjoy their youth in creative solidarity in harmony with the ecology and social peace. Citizen participation should be empowered in strategic alliances with governmental and academic institutions that strengthen democratic governance, federalism, the separation of powers, the party system, relations between majorities and minorities, periodic elections, and alternating governments. With great support from ICTs, transparency and integrity will be common practice in public bidding and government procurement systems and the democratic counterweights against potential human rights violations will be more efficient. Today, in the ICTs and in governments, they have been aligning agendas in favor of more transparency and better governance, more access to information and greater democracy in general. As we well know, we are in an era in which technology is advancing more rapidly than we can grasp. This opens up a mountain of possibilities for making processes such as elections, etc. much more transparent through the use of new technologies like Blockchain. This lends authenticity and validity to information through databases that cannot be altered and also incorporate applications like my society, which are widely accepted by many governments and are currently (according to information that they themselves provide) used by more than 40 countries worldwide. E-democracy is already among us. However, governments should improve it.
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�.	For purposes of the Summit, an “official coalition” is understood as a group of at least 10 organizations and/or social actors with similar positions on at least one of the three thematic pillars of the Summit. The main objective of the work in coalitions is to foster dialogue and constructive reflection among civil society organizations and social actors of the Americas and their advocacy in the Summits process. To find out more about the 28 official coalitions, click on the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.summit-americas.org/cs/coalitions_list_en.pdf" �http://www.summit-americas.org/cs/coalitions_list_en.pdf�. 


�.	The thematic pillars of the main topic of the Eighth Summit of the Americas are: 


Thematic pillar 1: Democratic Governance and Corruption


Thematic pillar 2: Corruption and Sustainable Development


Thematic pillar 3: Aspects of Cooperation, International Institutional Frameworks, and Public-Private Partnerships





