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2001 Summit of the Americas:

 Partnership for the Sustainable Development of the Americas
The Heads of State and Government of the Americas stated in the 1994 Miami Summit that for the first time in history, the Americas are a community of democratic societies that are united in pursuing prosperity through open markets, hemispheric integration and sustainable development. This commitment of the Heads permeates the entire Summit of the Americas process, when they recognize that this process must remain relevant and responsive to the real concerns of the citizens of the hemisphere. The Summit process is designed to set out a vision and mandates for practical initiatives that will strengthen national and hemispheric institutions in support of shared values and collective undertakings.

Achieving sustainable development has become an explicit concern of the countries of the Americas. This hemisphere has been recognized to be ahead of the rest of the world as the first region to prepare a blueprint on sustainable development within the framework of the global agreements reached at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Rio in 1992. Through several hemispheric initiative, a process has been initiated which is leading to the definition of a regional Agenda 21 for the Americas. 

The 1994 Miami Summit of the Americas established working partnerships for guaranteeing sustainable development and conserving our natural environment for future generations in the areas of sustainable energy use, biodiversity, and pollution prevention. In addition, the Summit called upon the countries of the hemisphere to hold a Summit Conference on Sustainable Development in Bolivia, with subsequent annual-ministerials, as the high level meetings to carry out the mandates emanated from the Summit.

This recommendation was fulfilled in December 1996, when the Heads of State and Government of the Americas gathered in Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, to reaffirm their determination to move forward toward sustainable development and to reaffirm the commitments undertaken in the Declaration of Principles and the Plan of Action of the (Miami) Summit of the Americas.  The Summit Conference on Sustainable Development was declared the “cornerstone of a partnership for cooperation among the states of the Americas in their common pursuit of a higher quality of life for their peoples, founded in integrated and complementary economic, social, and environmental objectives.”  

The Leaders of the Americas in the Declaration of Santa Cruz de la Sierra and Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas state that “Taking the current experience of our countries and region as a point of departure, we hereby frame a plan of action that will commit the states to timely action and ensure the availability of the resources needed for that purpose.” 

In keeping with these principles, the countries pledged to implement the First Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of the Americas through initiatives for action in the areas of health and education, sustainable agriculture and forests, sustainable cities and communities, water resources and coastal areas, and energy and minerals.  

In the Second Summit of the Americas held in Santiago in 1998, the Heads of State and Government pledged to strengthening national, hemispheric, and international efforts aimed at environmental protection as a basis for sustainable development that provides human beings a healthy and productive life in harmony with nature. They also recognized that the commitments undertaken at the Miami Summit and the Summit on Sustainable Development in Bolivia, provide a solid basis for strengthening their actions. 

As stated above, countries of the Americas long recognized that sustainable development is inherently an international concept. Many of the issues that require cooperation among individuals, industry and government within any particular country also require cooperation among nations on a regional or subregional basis.  Strengthening environmental protection is a necessary condition to sustain economic growth and to attain social development. Proper environmental management is needed in order to promote prosperity and social equity to the benefit of all citizens of the Americas. Likewise, there is a need to establish and strengthen working partnerships-government, business, and civil society- in order to make development actions sustainable.

On the other side, regardless of the strong commitment of the countries in advancing a hemispheric sustainable development agenda, the mechanisms provided by the Santa Cruz Summit have been found limited to sustain such a process. The excessive number of inititiaves in the Bolivia Plan of Action and the lack of prioritization of such initiaves make the scarce resources available for their implementation a permanent struggle to implement. The present proposal attempts to address this issue. 

By nature, sustainable development is a long-term goal, but one which requires immediate action in terms of policy decisions and commitment to action. It is also a process more than a collection of sporadic actions. To carry out this process it is important to remember that the complexity of sustainable development will always make it an unfinished business, therefore a permanent dialogue through an organized forum process is greatly needed to periodically redefine priorities and to design practical, implementable actions. There needs to be a space in which the highest authorities of the hemisphere can exchange experiences on making the critical economic and social sectors environmentally sustainable. Such dialogue can serve as a basis for defining public policies at the national level and putting the concept of sustainable development into operation.

Within the OAS the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) is charged with formulating proposals for strengthening inter-American dialogue on integral development, and with convening specialized or sectoral meetings at the ministerial level. This structure of CIDI could constitute the much needed permanent framework for addressing sustainable development issues. A specialized forum within CIDI could be charged with convening the ministerial-level meetings. 

Recommendations
1. Reiterate mandates III.1, 1 and 4 of the Santa Cruz Plan of Action that call upon the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) of the OAS to seek the integration of the Plan of Action of the Summit on Sustainable Development into the Summit of the Americas process, by promoting coordination and complementarity of these agendas. Emphasis is placed on the need for cooperation and exchange of information between the CIDS and the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG).
2. Call on the OAS to establish the specialized ministerial-level forum on sustainable development, within the framework of CIDI, named the Forum for the Sustainable Development of the Americas (FSDA), as a means to strengthen the role of the CIDS in the implementation of the inter-American agenda on sustainable development.
3. The FSDA will constitute the sectoral ministerial-level meeting called for by the CIDI Statutes, and by the Miami Summit of the Americas, as a follow-up of the Summit on Sustainable Development.

4. The role of the FSDA will be to establish priorities; define actions, objectives, and goals; identify implementation mechanisms; and propose financial resources and mechanisms to support the implementation of the hemispheric agreements. It will represent a permanent dialogue for the countries to address pressing issues of the Americas regarding links between environmental protection and other topics of sustainable development.

5. To assure countinuity of the ministerial process, the FSDA will be led by a core group of pertinent ministers in the area of environment and/or sustainable development duly assigned by the countries. And, in order to cover the broad range of sustainable development issues, and to establish an open dialogue, these ministers will be joined in the meetings by other sectoral ministers, who will be invited to participate according to the specific themes to be discussed.  This scheme will be in line with the proposal presented by the Secretary General in his report on Implementation of the Bolivia Summit Plan of Action, presented to CIDI at its meeting in Buenos Aires in March of 1998; and also at the Second Summit of the Americas in Santiago in April 1998.
6. The FSDA will address intersectoral issues, such as those included in the Santa Cruz Plan of Action (such as water and health, sustainable cities and energy, agricultire and biodiversity, etc.) and newly emerging issues of concern for the Hemisphere. The conclusions of the meetings will focus on actions to promote more effective coordination between the environment and the other sectors in order to achieve sustainable development.
7. According to its mandate the CIDS, which is comprised of high-level government experts, will serve as the preparatory meeting for the ministerial-level FSDA.

8. The FSDA and the CIDS will meet every two years in alternate years, with the exception of the first meeting which will be held in Bolivia before the end of 2001, in which CIDS and FSDA will meet together. At this meeting the Partnership will be launched in celebration of Bolivia +5, and priorities will be set for future meetings, through the approval of a thematic work plan beyond 2001.

9. The Forum will seek to coordinate the inter-American environment and sustainable development agenda with other financial and bilateral and multilateral organizations, creating a specialized niche for the OAS to promote cooperation and the exchange of information and experiences. It will also present a more coordinated approach in support of a hemispheric stance on issues related to sustainable development to bodies such as the UNCSD, Rio +10 planning process, CEPAL, among others..

10. To make the FSDA an open dialogue for sustainable development in the Americas, it will seek input from, and include the participation of different sectors of society, in its meetings and preparatory process. To this end, an ad hoc high level civil society advisory board will be established.

With the establishment of the Forum, the OAS will be at the forefront of the world in creating a Regional Agenda 21 for the Americas.
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