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WORKSHOP “Innovation and Decent Work”
ORGANIZERS: Organization of American States

· Office of Education, Science and Technology of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour  (IACML)

· Summit of the Americas Secretariat

with the collaboration of the International Labor Office (ILO)

TARGET AUDIENCE: Representatives of  the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) and Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labour Matters (CEATAL), which gather the main unions and employer organizations of the hemisphere.

PLACE: Buenos Aires, Argentina. Rialto Room - Hotel Pestana , Address: Carlos Pellegrini 877

DATE: March 7th and 8th , 2005

OBJECTIVE: To elaborate a document with the recommendations and reflections of COSATE and CEATAL about “Innovation and Decent Work” that will contribute to the discussions taking place towards the IV Summit of the Americas. For this reason the meeting would take place two days before the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on March 9th -10th, 2005 in Buenos Aires.

TENTATIVE AGENDA:

March 7, 2005

Welcome Remarks - The Road towards the 4th Summit of the Americas 

9:00 a.m.
Welcome Remarks:

· Dr. Carlos Alfonso Tomada, Minister of Labor, Employment and Social Security of Argentina

· Amb. Jorge Taiana, Secretary of Foreign Relations, Ministry of Foreign Relations of Argentina and Chairman of the SIRG

· Dr. Virgilio Levaggi, Regional Director (a.i.) of ILO

· Dr. Alice Abreu, Director of the Office of Education, Science and Technology

Technology, Innovation, and Growth with Employment

9:30 a.m.
Presentation on “Innovation and Employment” by Marta Novick, Under-Secretary of Technical Programming and Labor Studies of the Ministry of Labor of Argentina.

10:00 a.m. 
Presentation on “Productive Processes and Employment” by Jose Ricardo Ramalho, Professor at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

10:30 a.m.
Question and answer session – Open Dialogue – Moderated by Alice Abreu, Director Office of Education, Science and Technology OAS

11:15 a.m. 
Break

11:30 a.m. 
Presentation on “Decent Work” by Virgilio Levaggi, Regional Director (a.i.) of ILO.

12:00 p.m.
Presentation on Gender Dimension by Lais Abramo, Women Workers and Gender Expert, ILO Office in Brasilia

12:30 p.m. 
Question and answer session – Open dialogue – Moderated by Virgilio Levaggi, Regional Director (a.i.) of ILO

1:15 p.m. 
Breakfast

The Vision of the Economic Agents

2:30 p.m.
“Competitiveness, productivity and social dialogue”

· Moderator introduces the topic (10 min) - Mr. Eduardo Rodriguez, Regional Specialist in Workers Education, ILO Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean.
· Commentary from two representatives of COSATE, focusing on democratic relations in the labor world.  

· Open Dialogue (input for document)

4:00 p.m.
“Competitiveness, social responsibility of the companies and organizations of employers”

· Moderator introduces the topic (10 min.) Mr. Jacobo Varela, Principal Specialist in Activities with Employers, Subregional Office of ILO for the Southern Cone of Latin America.
· Commentary from two CEATAL leaders. Access to capital markets in the informal economy is incorporated.

· Open dialogue (input for document)

5:30 p.m. 
End of the day— Rapporteur Group and Technical Secretariat prepare draft of the document.
March 8, 2005 (a.m)

9:00 a.m.
Open dialogue, review of the first draft of the document of reflections and recommendations and preparation of the final version.

1:00 p.m. 
Closing Session: “The 14th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour of the OAS and the contributions of COSATE and CEATAL”, by Dr. Francisco Salazar, Under-Secretary for Human Development and Productive Employment, Ministry of Labor of Mexico 

1:30 p.m.
End of the Workshop — Rapporteur Group and Technical Secretariat will compose final version

The final version of the document will be presented by one representative of COSATE and one representative of CEATAL before the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on March 10th, 2005 






