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Meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG)

Notes for an address

by the Honourable Pierre S. Pettigrew

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Canada

XXXVth Regular Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States
Fort Lauderdale, Monday, June 6, 2004
Minister Bielsa, Secretary General Insulza, Foreign Ministers, Ambassadors, Delegates:

When our leaders meet in Mar del Plata at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, the people of the hemisphere will be watching, and expecting to hear ideas for real change – expecting to hear about their own lives. 

The balanced agenda pursued in our region reflects our understanding that economic growth alone will not lead to the prosperity with equity that the people of our region deserve. The Declaration and Plan of Action for the 4th Summit must reflect our continued attention to democratic governance and to the political tools that we have crafted together to ensure that the needs of all are met, and that job growth is sustainable.

Canada believes that an equally critical component of prosperity with equity is the construction of innovative and effective partnerships. 

As a country of the Americas, we are committed to working with you to address the challenges in our region.  Perhaps the most important partnerships of all are those between and among the states of the region, against the backdrop of our shared objectives.

The private sector is the real engine of job creation. The role of the State is to ensure those jobs are sustainable by creating and maintaining an enabling environment and ensuring that the benefits of growth accrue to all. This enabling environment includes: an attractive investment climate; a healthy, educated and engaged population; coherent and consistent regulatory frameworks; adherence to labour standards; and sound national fiscal management and policy. This is the basis for an effective partnership for prosperity between the state and the private sector – one that builds on our commitment to corporate social responsibility. 

To help achieve this enabling environment, Canada invites you to  explore with us the development of a hemispheric implementation strategy for the recommendations contained in the report of the United Nations Commission on Private Sector and Development - aptly entitled “Unleashing Entrepreneurship”.  This can form a useful part of the outcomes of this Summit on job creation, drawing on the resources of the Inter-American Development Bank to realize our objectives.  

We should continue the work initiated at Monterrey, to understand the many ways through which new technologies can strengthen our ability to connect with and deliver to our citizens.  Partnerships between the state and local government to support infrastructure for job creation should draw on new technologies to streamline our work and amplify our impact.  

We also need partnerships between the state and communities, to ensure that the needs and interests of all are addressed.  Women, indigenous peoples, the disabled, the elderly, youth, and minorities are not special needs groups; they are citizens and individuals. We miss tremendous opportunities when we overlook their capacities and focus only on their needs.  

The diversity and creativity of the people of our countries is our greatest source of wealth. To tap into this wealth, we must ensure public security, and protect the civil liberties of our populations.  Bolstered by a fair and transparent judicial system, these are important cornerstones of stability.   The Plan of Action for the Fourth Summit should directly address the conditions that governments must create to allow all our people to achieve their full potential.

Partnerships must also be pursued across levels of government, among ministries, and with the OAS and Summit partner institutions.  Canada supports references in the Declaration and Plan of Action to the many sectoral meetings taking place in preparation for the Summit.   

The Fourth Summit of the Americas will give momentum and direction to the OAS under a new Secretary General, and indeed to all the partner institutions.  Through work done at Miami, Santiago, Quebec City, and Monterrey we have established a strong framework and we must build on what unites us.  We must work to ensure that the institutions we have created continue to respond to the needs of the region.

Canada proposes that the Plan of Action be drafted in such a way as to highlight our collective actions and our domestic responsibilities.  It should promote concrete and measurable initiatives, and identify specific resources to ensure effective implementation.  

A Free Trade Area of the Americas is an important element of our strategy for prosperity and equity in the region. Canada encourages the FTAA Co-Chairs to bridge differences and move the negotiations forward.  As a mechanism that holds great potential to encourage job creation and investment, Canada believes that the FTAA is the best way to contribute to prosperity in the region.  And, a prosperous regional will be better able to elaborate and implement an effective Social Charter.  Reference to our ongoing commitment to an FTAA should be included in the Declaration of Mar del Plata. 

Canada commends Argentina, whose dedication in preparing the Fourth Summit is central to the success of the event, and we acknowledge the OAS Summit Secretariat for its work in support of the preparations for the Summit. We look forward to a rich and rewarding Summit in November, one that will add an important layer to our hemispheric cooperation as we strive to create an environment wherein the people of this region can live to their fullest potential and achieve their dreams. 
Thank you.

XXXVIII - Ministerial GRIC / SIRG


GRIC inf 15/05


June 14, 2005


Original: English/French











